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BALTIC DIMENSIONS

Dynamics

The words used in conjunction 
with our coastal environment are 
frequently negative: vulnerability, 
erosion, setbacks and retreat. These 
descriptions articulate a sense of loss, 
that how it is or was very recently 
LV�KRZ�LW�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�Ħ�DQG�
therefore that the coastline is under 
potential or real threat. But another 
word is far more appropriate to 
describe our past and present coastal 
cities and landscapes: dynamic. This 
word is far more enabling for our 
future. Like the coastal lines that 
embrace the Baltic Sea, our cities 
have never been static but always 
interconnected, and in continuous 
DQG�FRQVWDQW�ÀX[�

Reasons

Around the Baltic Sea cultural 
institutions are developing new 
SURJUDPV�WKDW�LQYROYH�GLɱHUHQW�
actors using contemporary artistic 
practice in the ongoing urban 
development process. Just as 
there is a present disconnection 
between the urban actors known 
as citizens, politicians, academics 
and artists, there is also the 
unconnected gap between the 
many cultural institutions within 
WKH�%DOWLF�UHJLRQ��7KH�EHQH¿W�RI�
collaboration is therefore apparent. 

Baltic Dimensions aims to make 
use of the social capital of cities 
and their surrounding landscapes so 
as to strengthen the trust between 
GLɱHUHQW�VWDNHKROGHUV�DQG�WR�MRLQWO\�
identify today’s urban challenges and 
possibilities.

Tools

Baltic Dimensions will highlight 
how contemporary cities are dealing 
with and can deal with the successes 
and failures of the past. Our method 
is based on horizontal actions, 
involving similar stakeholders from 
GLɱHUHQW�UHJLRQV��DQG�FURVV�VHFWRUDO�
GLDORJXHV��WKDW�LQFOXGH�GLɱHUHQW�
stakeholders from the same region. 
The objective is to create a platform 
that enables us to step outside our 
own experience and discover other 
cities’ struggles and successes.

Directions

The program intends to look at 
the Baltic cities as a laboratory 
of the broad range ways of urban 
development that emerged due to 
WKH�VWULNLQJO\�GLɱHUHQW�VWRULHV�RI�
each city. By looking at the cities 
as the products of 20th and 21st 
century political, social and cultural 
transformation, Baltic Dimensions 
DLPV�WR�FOHDUO\�VWDWH�WKH�GLɱHUHQFHV�
and similarities of the past which are 
not to be judged any more, but to be 
taken as a fact of experience.



Hello 
Riga!
Sveiki, 
Riga! 
Baltic Dimensions in Riga is an attempt to 
understand the urban physiological process 
of this city. With its fascinating medieval old 
town, neo-classical and jugendstil architecture 
there is a tendency of contentment, a belief 
that Riga is good enough as an attractive, 
comfortable and successful touristic magnet in 
the Baltic region.
     But at the backstage of the city there is a 
rift enabling uncertainty and vulnerability. In 
Riga the Freedom and Victory monuments 
are not just recounting stories from the city’s 
ancestors. Rather they contribute to a recycling 
process that sort out who is who in Latvian 
society and what is expected by whom. Thus 
the image of Latvian Otherness becomes not 
only mental but also monumental in the urban 
space of Riga. 
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The presence of a rifted society with a clean 
cut between the country’s different ethnic 
populations, the largest groups being Latvians 
and Russians, triggered a curiosity and 
ambition to create an urban physiological 
process that approach the urban space of Riga 
through the concept of Otherness. 
Such an outlook requires a room in which to 
nurture the ideas and maneuvers aimed to 
overcome the challenges. We hope that this 
initiative can be a starting point for creating 
such space. Baltic Dimensions in Riga is after 
DOO�QRW�RQO\�DERXW�5LJD��EXW�UDWKHU�D�UHpHFWLRQ�
on similar dysfunctional mechanisms among 
all the Baltic cities. 
     In this publication we continue our 
search for the Baltic Dimensions through the 
narratives as counterparts of the Baltic cities. 
If we learn to listen, the walls of Riga whisper 
memories of those who are remembered and 
those who are forgotten. 
     In Riga, moaning walls and shouting 
PRQXPHQWV�DOVR�UHYHDO�FRQpLFWLQJ�PHPRULHV�
and the vulnerable future. Vulnerable when 
the city is trapped between what it fears and 
what it aches for. To overcome this weakness 
Riga might have to reimagine its history from 
D�VLQJXODU�QDUUDWLYH�LQWR�WKH�pRZ�RI�PDQ\�
narratives, revealing its true diversity.
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WHISPERING
WALLS

Hans Lepp

CouQVHOORU�IRU�&XOWXUDO�$ɲDLUV��WKH�6ZHGLVK�,QVWLWXWH��6WRFNKROP

“Two poets, one Lithuanian the other Polish grew to maturity 

in the same city. That should be reason enough for them to 

talk about their city, even to do so publicly. True, the city 

that I knew belonged to Poland and was called Vilno; my 

high school and the university used Polish. Your city was the 

capital of the Lithuanian SSR and was called Vilnius; you 

went through school and the university in a different epoch, 

after the Second World War. Nonetheless it is the same city; 

its architecture, the landscape of the surrounding region, 

and its sky shaped us both. One cannot rule out certain, 

laZee�p^�lZr%�m^eenkb\�bgÜn^g\^l'�;^lb]^l�pab\a%�B�lnli^\m�maZm�
cities have their own spirit or aura, and at times, as I walked 

the streets of Wilno, I seemed to have an almost sensual 

awareness of that aura.”  
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These lines come from the book 
Beginning with my streets, a 
correspondence between the Nobel 
Prize winner Czeslaw Milosz 
and the Lithuanian poet Tomas 
Venslova. Milosz is in California 
and Venslova in Lithuania, but 
through letters they walk together 
the streets of their home town; 
one calls it Wilno, the other one 
Vilnius.  
     This short discourse is an 
interesting illustration of the city’s 
fate, of its soul and identity: An 
old European city with a place in 
both Lithuanian and Polish history, 
with strong Catholic, Jewish, 
and Orthodox traditions, but 
also a victim of the political and 
nationalistic interests that we have 
seen too much of during the last 
hundred years. Let me come back 
to this later. 
     During my travels, mostly in 
Europe, I have noticed a certain 
distinction between cities that 
have partly lost their soul and other 
cities that have had the possibility 
to develop more or less peacefully 
from one generation to the other. 
     It has come to my mind more 
than once, that if houses could only 
speak, they would whisper stories 
from the city’s past, about the people 
who lived there, who built the houses 
and who believed in a prosperous 
future in their home town. 

We often talk about the soul of 
a city and of our need to identify 
ourselves with the city we live in. 
Are we able to point out cities 
without souls, and is it possible to 
live a whole life without being able 
to identify oneself with the city 
one lives in?   
     To make it easy I can start with 
my own home town Stockholm, 
where I was born and where I grew 
XS��0\�FLW\�KDV�QHYHU�VXɱHUHG�IURP�
war, no foreign or local political 
ruler has forced us to leave our 
KRPHV�LQ����KRXUV��7KLV�NLQG�RI�
security has given us the chance to 
create a happy and prosperous life. 
The soul of Stockholm is present 
and we can, if we want to, identify 
ourselves with our city.   
     Of course, at a certain age you 
notice changes in the skyline, 
in the infrastructure, and in the 
way of living, but the soul of the 
FLW\�LV�WKHUH�Ħ�WKHUH�LV�D�VHQVH�RI�
continuity.

The opposite, the “lost”ocities, 
KDYH�VXɱHUHG�IURP�ZDU��IURP�
ethnic cleansing, and this has 
radically changed the physical 
structure as well as the soul, the 
identity of the city.  
     Let me give you an example of 
such a “lost”ocity. Some years ago 
I visited the city of Lviv. Once 
a provincial bourgeois city in the 
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Habsburg Empire called Lemberg, 
later a Polish city called Lwow, and 
today a Ukrainian city called Lviv.  
     Some people say that Lviv is the 
most beautiful Polish city. It was 
not so much destroyed in 2the war, 
most of the buildings are intact, 
but the people that had lived in the 
city for centuries, mostly Polish 
speaking, were forced to leave after 
the Second World War. Today the 
habitants are Western oriented 
Ukrainians who talk positively 
about the Polish relations.
     The idea of whispering houses 
has occurred to me many times 
during various visits in many 
places. Sometimes the story is 
bright and pleasant, sometimes 
it is both dramatic and sad.  Such 
are the stories from Istanbul and 
Alexandria, cities that were to 
a lesser extent damaged from 
war, but whose populations have 
changed radically during the last 
60 years.  Istanbul in Turkey used 
to have a large Greek population 
which was forced to leave during 
the 20th century. But the Greek 
soul is still there: in Pera are houses 
with plaques on the facades written 
in Greek with names of the former 
owners, names of those who once 
built the houses and lived there, 
a message from the past to us 
walking by today.      
     The fate of Istanbul resembles 

that of the city of Alexandria in 
Egypt, where the foreigners who 
once built the city were forced to 
OHDYH�LQ�WKH�����¶V��:ULWHUV��SRHWV��
singers from all over the world still 
recall their memories from their 
lost home town.  
     And sometimes their 
nostalgia is supported by the 
new inhabitants. In Alexandria, 
a society called Alexandria Belle 
Epoque is collecting pictures and 
memories from the past and also 
protesting against the destruction 
of houses and places related to old 
Alexandria. Their intention is not 
to turn back time, but to keep the 
spirit of the city alive and to help 
new inhabitants discover the soul 
of Alexandria.

For how long time can you see 
yourself as a citizen from the past? 
Would you, like Milosz, living 
far away from your home town, 
still consider yourself a citizen of 
another place? And what would you 
bring with you? The key to your 
house, just to be sure that you one 
day can go back to your own home 
and reopen the door?   
     Another demonstration of the 
tragic fate of a city is shown in 
WKH�¿OP�7KH�0DUULDJH�RI�0DULD�
%UDXQ��E\�)DVVELQGHU��IURP�������
:KHQ�,�VDZ�WKDW�¿OP�,�ZDV�DERXW�
���\HDUV�ROG�DQG�LW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�
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time in my life I understood that 
what it means to have a history. 
7KH�¿OP�LV�DERXW�D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�
and her marriage and the story 
takes place before, during, and 
after the Second World War. One 
RI�WKH�WXQHV�LQ�WKH�¿OP�LV�D�VRQJ�
by Caterina Valente,”Ganz Paris 
träumt von der Liebe”, which I had 
heard in my childhood.

I still remember the scene where 
Maria Braun and a friend of hers, 
after the war, are walking on the 
ruins of what was once her home. 
She walks carefully on the stone 
blocks and remembers her life in 
the apartment; the kitchen, her 
living room and the bed room. And 
the only thing that remains of her 
home are the ruins surrounded by a 
vast landscape of ruins.  
�����7KH�FLW\�Ħ�Berlin�Ħ�ZDV�DV�
you all know heavily damaged 
during the Second World War by 
the intense bombings. Parts of it 
would not be restored until the 
XQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�*HUPDQ\�LQ�������,Q�
Germany, this trauma is part of the 
collective memory.  
     We can see this as another 
example of tragic fate of a city, 
EXW�GLɱHUHQW��IURP�PDQ\�RWKHU�
cities. The city itself is gone but its 
population is still there, trying to 
reconcile with the destiny of their 
home town.     

���\HDUV�DJR�,�ZDV�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�
project in the city of Narva, 
situated in the eastern part of 
Estonia on the border to Russia. 
Narva was historically one of our 
most important cities, so rich 
and powerful that the rulers in 
6WRFNKROP�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
had the idea to make the city the 
capital of Sweden.  
      During the Second World 
War, Narva was bombed by Soviet 
troops, and the beautiful baroque 
city was completely destroyed. The 
habitants of the city left and when, 
after the war, they wanted to come 
back and restore their home town 
they were forbidden to do so by 
the new Soviet authority. Why? 
The Soviet power had decided to 
build a new city on the ruins of the 
old one, and to let in new people to 
live in this purely new Soviet city.

But the city itself had lost its soul, 
its new habitants their feeling of 
identity, two important factors for 
a living city, nobody felt at home, 
nobody had any roots in the city 
and the creative atmosphere that a 
FLW\�FDQ�RɱHU�ZDV�JRQH��&RPSOHWHO\�
Gone.    
�����6RPH����\HDUV�ODWHU��D�JURXS�
of people in Narva started to 
study the history of their city and 
slowly understood that under the 
present city were the vestiges of 
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another city, a town with a long 
and glorious history. Step by step 
they began with some excavations, 
exhibitions with the purpose to 
give the citizens a feeling of living 
LQ�D�KLVWRULFDO�FLW\�WKDW�KDG�VXɱHUHG�
greatly during the Second World 
:DU��7KH\�¿QDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�
it is easier to live and work in a 
city with a soul, a city with history 
and with a past to refer to when 
building for the future. We have in 
our vicinity similar cities, one of 
these is Kaliningrad, the former 
city of Königsberg, where a 
similar process like that in Narva 
is going on. Perhaps a study of the 
new urban topology of this city 
could be involved in the future 
programs of Baltic Dimensions. 

Let me now come back to Milosz. 
When his book was written in the 
����¶V�KH�FRXOG�QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�KLV�
home town Wilno, but through 
his correspondence with Tomas 
Venslova, the two of them could 
Ħ�WKURXJK�WKHLU�OHWWHUV�Ħ�ZDON�
the streets of Vilnius and share 
their memories. Many years later 
Czeslaw Milosz came back to 
Vilnius and he had the opportunity 
to see the city again. He later 
moved back to Europe, and lived 
his last years in Krakow.   
     

I got most of my inspiration for 
WKLV�HVVD\�IURP�0LORV]��ERRN�
%HJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�P\�VWUHHWV.  But I have 
DOVR�GXULQJ�P\�MRXUQH\V�WR�GLɱHUHQW�
places tried to get the feeling or 
the message of the soul of a city. 
6RPHWLPHV�\RX�¿QG�LW�HDVLO\��EXW�
more often, and especially in the 
cities where I have preferred to 
VWD\��LW�KDV�EHHQ�PRUH�GLɷFXOW��
Then, the idea of whispering walls 
has helped me a lot to understand 
WKH�GLɱHUHQW�HSRFKV�RI�WKH�FLWLHV��
When I look at the region where I 
belong, where I grew up and where 
I have spent most of my time I 
have more and more understood 
that it is only through historical 
consciousness that something like 
the recovery and preservation 
RI�D�FLW\�V�VRXO�LV�SRVVLEOH��/RRN�
at my life. While I was born in 
Stockholm my parents we’re 
not. My father is a refugee from 
Estonia, my mother is from the 
western part of Sweden, yet still my 
RZQ�GUHDP��WR�¿QG�WKH�VRXO�RI�P\�
hometown, has come through.   
 
By sharing memories from the 
cities where we were born, where 
we grew up and from places that 
have inspired us we can create 
the perfect source to feed our 
creativity.
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Already from birth man is obliged to enter 
into an empire of signs, a written and spoken 
discourse, materialized in rituals and life forms 
that frame our existence. The empire of signs 
is the bedrock for an inexhaustible number of 
narratives, recounting the stories of our ancestors 
and drawing up the expectations that they have 
on our future. In the framework of the nation 
state our appearances are already marked out 
in accordance to certain prototypes, revealing 
the correct standards of the ideal citizen. Once 
again there is one glitch: that the inner life of 
human beings is invisible. Whereas the city is 
the arena where power, resources and pleasure 
are to be distributed, we are always in the grip 
of complicated procedures and rituals sorting 
out who is who and what is to be expected by 
whom. 
     The life of Man unfolds within the narratives 
that give his existence purpose, direction and 
a sense of belonging. It is by virtue of these 

The Sentries 

of the 

Empire Invisible
MLFKDHO�$]DU

3URIHVVRU�RQ�+LVWRU\�RI�,GHDV�DQG�6FLHQFH��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*RWKHQEXUJ
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narratives that both things and human beings 
become charged with meaning. By pervading our 
dreams and desires they convey to us what is 
worthy of love and hatred. They divide the world 
into different categories, marking out certain 
forms of existence from others. Narratives are 
the counterparts of the infrastructure of the cities 
LQWR�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�pXQJ��
     When we enter a city we enter a story and 
our destinies are conditioned by the way this 
story is designed and by the way it evolves due 
to our own intervention in it. It might isolate 
XV��VHW�XS�oUP�ERXQGDULHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�RWKHU�
and ourselves, or it might open up spaces for 
interaction and active participation. Occasionally, 
and this is the worst-case scenario, the story is 
already written and there is no way to change it. 
The usual fall out of such a narrative is isolation, 
a mentality that in all its stupidity views the 
world as formed, once and for all, by given 
essences. 
     Nevertheless, there is, at least for the most 
part, a space for creativity: we participate in 
writing the books in which are life stories are 
told. No one can hide from the storytelling that is 
at the root of human existence: from everywhere 
voices call upon us to be a part of one narrative 
or the other, they try to seduce us by offering 
XV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WDVNV�WR�IXOoOO��E\�SURPLVLQJ�XV�
pleasures unheard of. Or they refuse us any 
kind of admission because of our accent, our 
looks and our background. The church bell, the 
muezzin, the university discourse, the media talk, 
the drivel and rumors of the streets etcetera – 
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they all urge us to adopt one identity or another, 
sometimes by pitting them against each oth-er (it 
is either this or that!) but in other cases they can 
JLYH�ULVH�WR�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�K\EULG�LGHQWLoFDWLRQV��
“Men are like rabbits, you have to catch them 
by the ears”, as Comte de Mirabeau pointed out 
already during the French revolution. 

Let us consider this remarkable passage in the 
Book of Judges:  

The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan 

River opposite Ephraim. Whenever an Ephraim-

ite fugitive said, “Let me cross over,” the men 

of Gilead asked him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” 

If he said, “No,”then they said to him, “Say 

‘Shibboleth!’” If he said, “Sibboleth” (and could 

not pronounce the word correctly), they grabbed 

him and executed him right there at the fords 

of the Jordan. On that day forty-two thousand 

Ephraimites fell dead. (Judges 12:5-6)

The incident presents a stunning staging of 
WKH�ORJLFV�DW�SOD\�LQ�VRêFDOOHG�LGHQWLW\�FRQpLFWV��
Firstly, it makes obvious that any set of signs can 
function as a marker of difference and partition. 
Your dialect, the color of your skin, your gender, 
what you eat, how you dress, the music you 
listen to etcetera. They serve as passwords, 
opening up or closing down the space within 
which your life may evolve.It entails a double 
procedure: while inscribing some people into the 
community others are proscribed.The logic of 
inclusion is correlated with the logic of exclusion; 
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together they form the never ending process of 
establishing the boundaries between different 
communities. 
     If the naked eye can’t disclose the soul 
of a certain body its hidden identity must be 
carved out on its surface by tattooing it with 
symbols, making it obvious to everybody that 
this particular body belongs to a certain group. 
The cross around a human neck, the number 
engraved on the camp prisoner’s limbs, the 
foreskin which is cut off – human bodies are the 
VLWH�RI�LGHQWLoFDWLRQ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�LQVFULEH�WKHP�LQ�
contending empires of signs. Wherever there is a 
body there is some sort of power imposing itself 
upon it. Marking and labeling it. 
     Secondly, the scene reveals to us that the 
drawing up of boundaries may invade any kind 
of space – the river Jordan can be matched by an 
LQYLVLEOH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�WUHQFKHV�RQ�WKH�EDWWOHoHOG��
a mountain range that separates two territories, 
a boulevard that splits a city in two parts, a 
workplace that is closed to men with turbans 
or women wearing veils, a park-bench with the 
inscription Whites only or a nightclub that shuts 
the door on dark-skinned peoples. These dividing 
lines do not only decide who is who, they also 
organize the distribution of resources and 
delights, of power and rights. The urban space 
is imbued with both invisible and visible borders 
that tend to enhance the citizens’ distrust of each 
other and constantly remind them about the 
materialized zones of vulnerability in the urban 
space.
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COMPETING 
MEMORIES. 

ON ETHNICITY AND 
DIVERSITY IN LATVIA

'HQLVV�+DQRYV
'U��DUW���FXOWXURORJLVW��5LJD

Introduction
The German historian of the 20th century Katja Wezel opens 
her article on the analysis of memories of World War II in 
/DWYLD�ZLWK�D�TXHVWLRQ�ZKLFK�PD\�DW�¿UVW�JODQFH�VHHP�UDWKHU�
simplistic: Occupants or liberators? The analysis of the current 
policy of understanding the Latvian past will however easily 
turn into a thesis uniting the past with the present political 
culture of the country, one of competing memories.
    The 20th century history provided events and processes 
that are still present in the modern policy of the nation 
VWDWH� UHVWRUHG� LQ� ����ĥ������7KH�¿UVW�SKHQRPHQRQ�� VKRZLQJ�
borderlines of memories, is a right to be commemorated 
through state ceremonies as the victim of totalitarian history: 
the collective memories of ethnic Latvians are predominant in 
the political agenda, calendar and state rituals. In my opinion, 
the space of memories should become more inclusive. Sharing 
WUDXPDV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WRROV�WR�FUHDWH�D�VWDEOH�DQG�HɱHFWLYH�VHQVH�
of belonging to Latvia and its culture.
     In Riga, where the German aristocracy and middle classes 
dominated the economy and politics until the beginning of 
the 20th century, monuments participate in the silent struggle 
of memories. The sculpture of Milda, the national female 
symbol, looks towards the Daugava river but does not see the 
Victory monument for Soviet troops erected on the other 
VLGH�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V��1RW�IDU�IURP�0LOGD��EHVLGH�WKH�ODUJHVW�
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Russian Orthodox Cathedral, stands Barclay de Tolly who is 
buried in Estonia but who represents Russian military colonial 
might in the region. The monument of Peter I was for years 
NHSW�LQ�WKH�JDUDJH�RI�D�SULYDWH�SHUVRQ��D�KLVWRU\�EXɱ�DQG�ULFK�
property businessman who was ready to restore the only horse 
monument in Latvia. Yet predominating frustrations of the 
Russian colonial past in Latvia still prevents a place for this 
monument from being found.

Traumatic identities and history politics 
,�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ������DQG�JUHZ�XS�LQ�5LJD��WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�D�FRXQWU\�
where many still call me and my family occupants. Until 1991 
Latvia was a part of the multiethnic empire called the Soviet 
Union which broke down under its own weight in August 1991. 
The Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic was again the Republic 
of Latvia with the Constitution of 1922 renewed and various 
other institutions, rituals and symbols which were revived 
IURP�WKH�SHULRG�RI� WKH� VRĥFDOOHG�)LUVW�5HSXEOLF�GXULQJ� ����ĥ
�����
� � � � �2Q� -XQH� ���� ������ZKHQ� WKH�/DWYLDQV�ZHUH�SUHSDULQJ� WR�
FHOHEUDWH�WKH�DQQXDO�PLGVXPPHU�QLJKW�IHVWLYDO��-ɀͤL��WKH�FRXQWU\�
was occupied by Soviet troops. As these NKVD special troops 
entered the country Stalinist policies eliminating political 
enemies were established, including a series of deportations 
LQ� WKH� VSULQJ� RI� ����� DQG� DOVR� DIWHU�:RUOG�:DU� ,,�� LQ� ������
These deportations left the Latvian society deeply wounded, 
shocked, silenced by fears of “misremembering” and as a result 
WKH�FRXQWU\�HQWHUHG� WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ� LQ�0D\������ZLWK�
H[WUHPHO\� GLɷFXOW�� FRQWURYHUVLDO� DQG� FRQÀLFWLQJ� PHPRULHV��
traumas and negative images of the ethnic Other.
   Contemporary Latvia is an ethnically, socially and 
HFRQRPLFDOO\� GHHSO\� GLYLGHG� VRFLHW\�� 6LQFH� WKH� PLGĥ����V� D�
VLJQL¿FDQW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�/DWYLDQV�RI�PLQRULW\�RULJLQ�ĪLQFOXGLQJ�
5XVVLDQV�� %\HORUXVVLDQV�� 3ROHV�� 8NUDLQLDQV�� HWFHWHUDī� DUH� VRĥ
FDOOHG�QRQĥFLWL]HQV�Ħ� LQ������ WKH\�FRPSULVHG�DERXW���������
out of two million inhabitants. These people have various 
symbolic alienating elements attached to their everyday life, 
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VXFK� DV� QRQĥFLWL]HQ� SDVVSRUWV� DQG� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� WUDXPD� RI�
rapid status change, from the dominant Soviet population 
into a minority often held responsible for the terror of Stalin 
UHJLPH��1RQĥFLWL]HQV� LQ� /DWYLD� DUH� QRW� DOORZHG� WR� YRWH� DQG�
there is a list of restricted professions, such as lawyer, civil 
VHUYDQW�DQG�SROLFHPDQ��ZKLFK�QRQĥFLWL]HQV�DUH�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�
occupy.
� � � 7KH� 5XVVLDQ� ODQJXDJH�� RɷFLDOO\� D� IRUHLJQ� ODQJXDJH� LQ�
Latvia, has become a symbolic tool for protest against the 
predominant rhetoric of nationalistic discourse which is 
widespread among Latvian politicians and is often present 
among Latvian intellectuals. On the other hand, the collective 
traumas of the Soviet period experienced by the Latvians 
support nationalistic attitudes among voters and help provide 
ideological tools sustaining negative images of minorities 
which result in minorities being underrepresented in state 
service and politics. You can not just ignore the collective 
traumas of thousands of inhabitants, but political discourses 
do not support active debates on ways out of the collective 
traumas and grief.
     In February 2012 the unsolved problem in having a group 
of minorities without political participation resulted in the 
UHIHUHQGXP� IRU� WKH� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� WKH� RɷFLDO� VWDWXV� RI� WKH�
5XVVLDQ�ODQJXDJH�ZKLFK�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�E\�YDULRXV�PLQRULW\�QRQĥ
governmental organizations and supported by naturalized 
PLQRULWLHV� ĪQDWXUDOL]DWLRQ� LV� DFWXDOO\� TXLWH� VLPSOH� LQ� /DWYLD��
two examinations, language and history, should be passed and 
the whole process lasts for about six to nine months. I myself 
successfully completed these exams and have been a citizen 
VLQFH�WKH�\HDU�����ī�
     The referendum ended with no surprises: the majority 
RI� WKH� YRWHUV� ĪHWKQLF� /DWYLDQVī� YRWLQJ� DJDLQVW� WKH� VWDWXV�
XSJUDGH� RI� WKH� 5XVVLDQ� ODQJXDJH�� 6WLOO� ��� SHUFHQW�� PRVWO\�
ethnic minorities, voted for the Russian language to become 
DQ� RɷFLDO� VWDWH� ODQJXDJH�� ,Q� VSLWH� RI� SROLWLFDO� SURPLVHV��
nothing has yet been done to build a bridge between the 
FRXQWU\¶V�ODUJH�FRPPXQLWLHV��,Q������WKH�/DWYLDQV�FRPSHLVHG�
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of approximately 60 percent of the population of Riga and 
WKH�PLQRULWLHV�DERXW����SHUFHQW��DPRQJ�WKHP����SHUFHQW�DUH�
Russians. Ethnic tensions are growing rapidly, radicalization 
RI�WKH�\RXWK�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�EUHDWKĥWDNLQJ�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�
radical party “All for Latvia!” which almost doubled its seats in 
the Latvian Parliament in the extraordinary 2011 parliament 
HOHFWLRQV�� ,Q�2FWREHU������/DWYLD�ZLOO�KDYH� WKH�QH[W� UHJXODU�
parliamentary elections which will no doubt, with the Crimea 
RFFXSDWLRQ� DQG� ZDU� LQ� 8NUDLQH� LQ� EDFNJURXQG�� DɱHFW� WKH�
fragile interethnic dialogue in my country.

Ethnicity as a predominant tool
“Latvians live along the line of confrontation between East and 
:HVW��RFFXS\LQJ�D�VSDFH�GLɱXVH�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO��GHPRJUDSKLF�
and philosophical sense...” This comment by the famous 
Latvian poet Imants Ziedonis was published some years ago 
RQ� WKH� RɷFLDO� ZHEVLWH� RI� WKH� /DWYLDQ� ,QVWLWXWH�� DQ� DJHQF\�
promoting Latvia in the global space of tourist attractions. 
7KH�TXRWHG�WH[W�RSHQV�D�VXEĥSDJH�FDOOHG�³,GHQWLW\�RI�/DWYLDQ�
Culture”. Instead of a social anthropologist a poet turns into a 
citizen and a representative of a nation, thereby legitimized to 
speak in the name of the 2 million inhabitants of Latvia. 
     What is striking after reading the three page long text, 
LV� WKH� ODUJH� QXPEHU� RI� WHUPV� OLNH� ³FRQÀLFW´�� ³V\VWHPDWLF�
DQQLKLODWLRQ´�� ³UXVVL¿FDWLRQ´� DQG� ³RFFXSDWLRQ´�� ZKLFK� KDYH�
become commonplace for description of the Latvian past by 
historians, poets and politicians. In fact just a glance at Latvian 
history from the late Medieval Age through the Reformation, 
(QOLJKWHQPHQW�� 5XVVL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� YDULRXV� IRUHLJQ� UXOHUV� XS�
WR�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH� LQ�����ĥ�����SURYHV�WKDW�
violence, foreign troops, changes of religion, languages of 
teaching, interrupted nationalism and contemporary social 
and economic paradigms changed rapidly from a planned 
economy to vivid new liberal capitalism that left the nation 
almost no space for discursive analysis of its own collective 
identities.
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This does not mean that the Latvian elite and masses do not 
KDYH� YDULRXV� RIWHQ� FRQÀLFWLQJ� DQG� FRPSHWLQJ� FRQVWUXFWLRQV�
of identities of self and the Other. This process often took 
VKDSH�RI�WKH�³HWKQLF�2WKHU´��¿OOHG�DV�D�FOLFKp�ZLWK�WKH�UHFHQWO\�
experienced dramas of European history.
     One may say that each country has formed its traumatic 
collective memory during the last two centuries. Most nation 
VWDWHV�KDYH�ZLWQHVVHG�FRQÀLFWV��H[SDWULDWLRQ��H[LOH�DQG�PDVVLYH�
destruction. This is also true for the three small Baltic States. 
Small, but extremely present in the history of religious, 
political and racial absurdities of totalitarian ideologies of 
the 20th century. Actually Stalin is still very much alive in the 
region, a unique tourist attraction overlooked by various travel 
DJHQFLHV��7KHUH�DUH�/DWYLDQV�WKDW�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WZR�
RFFXSDWLRQV� LQ� DUW� DQG� OLWHUDWXUH�� ¿OPV�� VWXGHQW� SURMHFWV�� LQ�
PRQXPHQWV� DQG� LQ� H[KLELWLRQV�� /DWYLDQV� WKDW� VWLOO� ¿QG� QHZ�
pieces of evidence for collaboration with the Soviet secret 
VHUYLFHV� DPRQJ�/DWYLDQ�SROLWLFLDQV�� WKH� VRĥFDOOHG� ³î.�EDJV´��
These KGB archives of secret agents during the Soviet period 
are decidedly not to be published. This Pandora’s box of Latvia’s 
unanalyzed and thus feared recent past opens exclusively to 
reveal some black spots on the reputations of some politicians, 
ZKLFK�VWUDQJHO\�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�PXFK�WRR�VXFFHVVIXO�SUHĥ
election campaigns.
     The fear of one’s own negative image in the past and the 
lack of political will to look back without anger and discuss 
Latvians during the occupations helps to sustain negative 
images of Latvian Russians and other minorities. Minorities 
who were moved into Latvia during three periods of forced 
PLJUDWLRQ�GXH�WR�ODERU�LVVXHV�GXULQJ�WKH�����V����V�DQG�HDUO\�
��V��3XEOLFO\��HYHQ�LQ�WKH�6DHLPD�ĪWKH�SDUOLDPHQWī�WKH\�DUH�QRW�
seldom called occupants and transformed into the desired 
VKDUH� RI� YRWHV� IRU� WKH� VRĥFDOOHG� 5XVVLDQ� 3DUW\� ³)RU� +XPDQ�
5LJKWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�/DWYLD´�ĪZKLFK�LQ������JDYH�XS�LWV�QDPH�
and simply became the Russian Union thus hoping to get back 
into the parliament using minority radicalisation patterns, but 
DFWXDOO\�FRS\LQJ�HWKQLF�DQG�URPDQWLF�QDWLRQDOLVPī��$W�WKH�VDPH�

27



time, collective images are supported by collective traumas 
from both sides. If no attempt is done to deal with them they 
will grow into a stable negative reception of the Other, and the 
history of Latvia has seen a lot to support such traumas.

The ethnic borderline    

Collective memories turn out to be a vital part of an individual 
LGHQWLW\��ZKLFK�FDQ�DOVR�EHFRPH�D�XVHIXO�WRRO�IRU�SUHĥHOHFWLRQ�
campaigns, thus misused by conservative national parties of the 
HWKQLF�PDMRULW\�DQG�PLQRULWLHV��³7KHUH�DUH�PRUH�QRQĥ/DWYLDQV�
in Riga than Latvians!” cried the former mayor of Riga and 
representative of the nationalistic party For Fatherland and 
Freedom on TV during the municipal elections in summer 
2009.  Despite the slogan “Help your own ethnic compatriots!” 
the party helped to make a larger shift and, shockingly for the 
ULJKW�ZLQJ�SDUWLHV��WKH�¿UVW�HWKQLF�5XVVLDQ�PD\RU�RI�5LJD�IURP�
WKH�³+DUPRQ\�8QLRQ´��1LOV�8ɣDNRYV��HQWHUHG�WKH�FLW\�FRXQFLO�
ZLWK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ���SHUFHQW�RI� WKH�YRWHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKRVH�
RI�HWKQLF�/DWYLDQV��,Q������KH�ZDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�UHĥHOHFWHG�DQG�
became a politician celebrity.
         Does it mean that ethnicity is not important in the capital 
of Latvia anymore? No, it is nothing like that! The ethnic 
diversity combined with political pluralism, transparent 
democracy and politics recognition, as well as consensus on 
the interpretation of the past, is still a great challenge for 
Latvian politicians, including those who gained success in the 
capital of Latvia.
     The ethnic Russian population is a fascinating mirror of the 
historic tornados of the last hundred years of Baltic history. 
Starting from the 10th century, Russians were settled in the 
QRUWKĥHDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�6HD�UHJLRQ�DV�PHUFKDQWV��6LQFH�
then each time Russia has experienced deep transformations, 
HLWKHU� WKH� UHOLJLRXV� RSSUHVVLRQ�RI� ³2OGĥ%HOLHYHUV´� XQGHU� WKH�
¿UVW� 5RPDQRYV� RU� WKH� LPSHULDO� YDQLW\� RI� WKH� ¿UVW�:HVWHUQ�
oriented Tsar Peter I or Stalin’s westward expansion, the 
HFKRHV� RI� WKHVH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV� DQG� FRQÀLFWV� ZHUH� IHOW� LQ�
WKH�WKUHH�%DOWLF�VWDWHV��0DSV�VKRZ�WKH�VRĥFDOOHG�%DOWLF�UHJLRQ�
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DV� DQ� LPPHQVH� DQG� IUXVWUDWLQJ� SOD\JURXQG� IRU� FRQÀLFWV� DQG�
EORRGVKHG�Ħ�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�*HUPDQĥOHG�FUXVDGHV�LQWR�WKH�
“pagan” region up to the street clashes with Soviet special 
forces, OMON, shortly before the breakdown of the Soviet 
Union in January 1991.
     Was the poet Ziedonis right when he talked about Latvian 
FXOWXUH�DV�³D�TXDOLW\�RI�QDWLRQDO�VHOIĥFRQ¿GHQFH´"�,V�LW�GH�ULJXHXU�
in a contemporary Western democracy, to talk of culture as the 
VHOIĥFRQ¿GHQFH�RI�RQH�HWKQLF�JURXS��EH�LW�PDMRULW\�RU�PLQRULW\"�
7KH� ERUGHUOLQH� EHWZHHQ� /DWYLDQV� DQG� QRQĥ/DWYLDQV� KDV� LWV�
judicial continuation in legislation concerning basic democratic 
rights to participate in democracy as UHV�SXEOLFD. The question 
RI�SXEOLFD�Ħ�ZKR�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�FRPPXQLW\�RI�FLWL]HQV�
Ħ�KDV�LWV�ORFDO�/DWYLDQ�YHUVLRQ��7KH�UHVWRUHG�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�WKH�
�VW�5HSXEOLF�WKXV�RɱHU�D�XQLTXH�SRVVLELOLW\�WR�VFUXWLQL]H�KRZ�
QDWLRQDOLVW� LGHRORJ\� UHĥHVWDEOLVKHV�QHZ�HWKQLF�SROLWLFDO� HOLWHV�
by creating new elites and new groups along with the restricted 
VSDFH� IRU� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ³QRQĥFLWL]HQV´� JURXS��
7KLV�SROLWLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�/DWYLDQ�VRFLHW\�DɱHFWV�
the content of the res�Ħ�D�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�WKH�DLPV�DQG�FRQWHQW�RI�
a democratic society.

Long history of invisible diversity 

&RPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�GHDG�LQ�¿QH�DUWV�PD\�SURGXFH�VKRUW�RU�
ORQJĥODVWLQJ�UHYLYDOV�RI�VW\OHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV��EXW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
DPRQJ�FROOHFWLYH�PHPRULHV�PD\�FDXVH�HɱHFWV�VXFK�DV�DOLHQDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�VHOIĥLVRODWLRQ�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��7KH�SURFHVV�DQG�UHVXOWV�RI�
FRPSHWLQJ�PHPRULHV�RI�WKH�6RYLHW�SDVW�PD\�DɱHFW�RQH¶V�DELOLW\�
and willingness to participate in the contemporary Latvian 
politics, even if all judicial barriers have disappeared. Such 
FRPSHWLWLRQV�DQG�LWV�HɱHFWV�DUH�DOVR�IUXLWIXO�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�
RI�HQHP\� LPDJHV��$OWKRXJK� WKH�QDWLRQDO�HSLF�KHUR�/ɀɄSOɈVLV�
ĪZKLFK� PHDQV� EHDU� VOD\HUī� LV� D� V\PERO� RI� D� QDWLRQ� ¿JKWLQJ�
its enemies, the Black knight in the Daugava river, Ziedonis 
states that Latvians have no ancient literary sources describing 
UHYHQJH�RU�¿JKWV��7KH�SHDFHIXO�YLFWLP�LV�D�SUHGRPLQDQW�V\PERO�
RI�WKH�/DWYLDQ�FROOHFWLYH�VHOIĥLPDJH�
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     For example, this very article is an example of the peculiarities 
of identity terminology: Latvians here are only the ethnic 
/DWYLDQV�DQG�QRQĥFLWL]HQV�DUH�QRW�IRUHLJQHUV��EXW�WKRVH��ZKR�
were born generations ago in Latvia, but in a Latvia which 
in public discourse is a predominantly “wrong” Latvia which 
QHYHU� UHDOO\� H[LVWHG� Ħ� WKH� 6RYLHW� 6RFLDOLVW� /DWYLDQ�5HSXEOLF��
Only recently there has been a turn in the academic interest 
to rediscover the Soviet Latvia. It seems that we are slowly 
reopening the past and discover ourselves in this forgotten 
history.
     The power to change discourse and thus the meanings of 
things, events and biographies, is, according to French cultural 
sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, real power. Again, Latvian history 
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�SURYLGHV�D�VXɷFLHQW�DPRXQW�RI�WUDXPDWLF�
H[SHULHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�LGHD�RI�³QRQĥFLWL]HQV´�HYHQ�DIWHU�PRVW�
collective fears of minority neighbors should have disappeared 
after joining NATO and the EU. Of course the situation 
GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������FKDQJHG�PDQ\�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�LPDJHV�
radically. Today the Europeans have rediscovered the Cold 
:DU�YRFDEXODU\��6WLOO�VHOIĥYLFWLPL]DWLRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�UHSODFH�WKH�
analysis of terror, violence and collaboration, at least not in 
public academic discourse. In Latvia, some representatives 
of the academic discourse in social sciences are following the 
H[DPSOH�GH¿QHG�E\�5XVVLDQ�SRHW�1HNUDVRY�Ħ�¿UVW�FLWL]HQ��WKHQ�
SRHW�RU�¿UVW�/DWYLDQ��WKHQ�DFDGHPLF��7KH�YDOXH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�
attitudes, which put one’s own ethnic identity above analysis 
of the past, form two techniques in Latvian public discourse to 
deal with ethnicity and globalized modernity outside the space 
of traumatic remembrances.
     Alongside the status and image of a victim, which is no doubt 
MXVWL¿HG�E\� WKH� WUDJLF�KLVWRU\�RI� LQWHUUXSWHG�QDWLRQĥEXLOGLQJ�
LQ� WKH� ����V�� WKLV� DSSURDFK� VXSSUHVVHV� D�ZKROH� VSHFWUXP�RI�
RWKHU� FULWLFDO� VHOIĥUHÀHFWLRQV� DQG� FRQWURYHUVLDO� FROOHFWLYH�
LPDJHV��7KXV� GLɱHUHQW� OHYHOV� RI� DWWHQWLRQ� WRZDUGV� GLɱHUHQW�
tragedies of the past simultaneously exist. Going back to the 
monuments as bearer of memories there is the monument for 
DXWKRULWDULDQ�SROLWLFLDQ�.ɀUOLV�8OPDQLV� LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�5LJD�
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but scarcely any visible signs of Holocaust commemoration. 
Additionally monuments such as Salaspils concentration 
camp territory lie outside the active memory politics of the 
present political elite.. There is a day of commemoration for 
WKH� YLFWLPV� RI� WKH�+RORFDXVW� Ī-XO\� �� ������ WKH� GD\� WKDW� WKH�
Riga Synagogue in Gogol Street was burnt down with people 
DOLYH�LQVLGHī��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�FRXUW�VHQWHQFHV�IRU�FOHDUO\�DQWLĥ
6HPLWLF�� DQWLĥ5XVVLDQ� DQG� KRPRSKRELF� � KDWH� VSHHFKHV�� VXFK�
DV�WKRVH�E\�WKH�UDGLFDO�QDWLRQDOLVWLF�RQĥOLQH�QHZVSDSHU�'''�
Ī'HRFFXSDWLRQ��'HFRORQLVDWLRQ��'HEROVKHYLVDWLRQī�
�����/DWYLD�KDV�EHHQ�D�0HPEHU�RI�WKH�(8�VLQFH�������EXW�WKHUH�DUH�
VWLOO�PRUH�WKDQ���������LQKDELWDQWV�ZKR�FDQQRW�YRWH�EHFDXVH�
they represent a living remnant of the collective memories 
of occupation and terror which brought their ancestors 
WR� /DWYLD� LQ� WKH� ����V��$OO� WKRVH� ZKRVH� DQFHVWRUV� FDPH� WR�
/DWYLD�DIWHU�-XQH���������ZHUH�GH¿QHG�DV�QRQĥFLWL]HQV�DQG�DUH�
allowed to be naturalized, but after the Law on citizenship 
was liberalized, most of them lost their motivation to become 
a citizen. The visa regime with Russia is a strong argument 
LQ� IDYRU� RI� QRQĥFLWL]HQV� JLYLQJ� XS� WKHLU� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� ULJKWV��
³&DQQRW´� LV� UHSODFHG� E\� VRPHWKLQJ� HYHQ� PRUH� ORQJĥODVWLQJ�
than legal obstacles on the way to citizenship of Latvia: “don`t 
want to” seems to be a more serious obstacle on the path to 
social cohesion. 
      To overcome the lack of interest in becoming a part of 
Latvia’s political community is thus another task for the Latvian 
politicians. A general disillusion with democracy and welfare 
for all, which often turns into democracy and prosperity for 
WKH�QHZ�ULFK��VWUXFN�EDFN�LQ�-XQH������DV�OHVV�WKDQ����SHUFHQW�
RI�WKH�YRWHUV��QRW�WR�VSHDN�RI�QRQĥFLWL]HQV��PDGH�XVH�RI�WKHLU�
democratic rights.

Experiences and expectations   

$QRWKHU�VWUDWHJ\�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�RQHCV�RZQ�LPDJH�DQG�FROOHFWLYH�
WUDXPD� LV� WR� LJQRUH� WKH� 2WKHU� LQ� D� PHGLDĥVKDSHG� VRFLHW\��
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Latvian television produces only a short news report in 
5XVVLDQ� HYHU\� QLJKW� DQG� WKHUH� LV� QR�%%&ĥOLNH� OLQJXLVWLF� DQG�
visual diversity on public television and radio. The rest of the 
information space of the minorities comprised of cable TV 
IURP�5XVVLD�� KHOSLQJ�PLQRULWLHV� WR� VHOIĥLVRODWH� WKHLU� SROLWLFDO�
YLHZV�DQG�UHÀHFWLRQV�DQG�WR�FUHDWH�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�GUHDP�ZRUOGV��
A student of mine, some years ago at a private university, was 
VR�GHHSO\� LQWR�WKH�5XVVLDQ�PHGLD�VSDFH�WKDW�RQFH��UHÀHFWLQJ�
on legislation towards pensioners called Vladimir Putin “our 
president”. Such extreme examples are becoming rare, but still 
a pupil in a Secondary School was convinced that Soviet troops 
HQWHUHG�/DWYLD� LQ�-XQH������LQ�RUGHU�WR� OLEHUDWH�WKH�FRXQWU\��
7KH�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�,� OHDUQHG�WKLV�VWXɱ�LQ�WKH�6RYLHW�VFKRRO�
during Brezhnev’s rule, but the student learned this in 2012...
�����7R�VXP�XS�UHÀHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�PHPRULHV��WUDXPDV�
and attitudes towards the ethnically Other in Latvia, I would 
like to use German historian Koselleck`s termini experience 
and expectations which both shape attitudes and actions 
towards an ethnically based Latvian past. The experiences of 
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�GH¿QH�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�VHOIĥLPDJHV�RI�WKH�HWKQLF�
majority and minorities in Latvia and are extended into the 
VSKHUHV�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�GLɱHUHQW�VHFWLRQV�RI�
Latvian society.
�����%RWK�SDUWV�RI�WKH�³PHPRU\�FRQÀLFWV´�VKDSH�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�
by past experience which is constantly being turned into 
expectations of political loyalty or treason from ethnic 
minorities. Traumatic experiences reshaped into expectations 
LQ�LQWHUHWKQLF�FRQWDFWV�PD\�VHULRXVO\�DɱHFW�DQG�HYHQ�EORFN�WKH�
discursive abilities of a modern multiethnic society to create 
consensus on future development of the society.
     Diversity as an active civic policy in general is a new 
and hardly known phenomenon for the majority of Latvian 
VRFLHW\� Ħ� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� HWKQLF� UHDFWLRQV� WRZDUGV� GLɱHUHQW�
JURXSV� ZKR� UHSUHVHQW� GLYHUVLW\� Ħ� WKXV� FRQVHUYDWLYH� HWKQLF�
Russians and Latvians have been united against the gay pride 
HYHU\� VXPPHU� VLQFH� ������ SURWHVWLQJ� ZLWK� SRUQRJUDSKLF�
JUDɷWL� LQ� WKH�0HGLHYDO�SDUW�RI� WKH�2OG�7RZQ�� VXSSRUWHG�E\�
almost all Christian confessions which lobbied their interests 
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RSHQO\� WKURXJK� WKH� VRĥFDOOHG�)LUVW�3DUW\� ĪQRZ�GLVVROYHGī� Ħ� D�
combination of the business elite and representatives of 
religious groups. Language and identity barriers vanish when 
D�QHZ�2WKHU�DSSHDUV�Ħ�D�UDWKHU�QHJDWLYH�H[DPSOH�RI�FRKHVLRQ�
and premodernity in an EU member state.
     One theatrical event, a new play staged some years ago 
by the New Riga Theatre called “Grandfather”, gives hope for 
at least an artistic attempt to start hearing the Other’s story. 
$� PRQRORJXH� E\�9LOLV� 'DXG]Lͤɣ� VWDUWV� ZLWK� KLV� DWWHPSW� WR�
¿QG�KLV�JUDQGIDWKHU��ZKR�ZDV� ORVW�GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,��+H�
YLVLWV� WKUHH�ROG�PHQ� LQ�5LJD�ÀDWV��RQH��ZKR�VSHQW�DOO�KLV� OLIH�
taking revenge on the Soviets by joining the SS Legion, one, 
ZKR�LV�D�FRQYLQFHG�UHG�SDUWLVDQ�DQG�RQH�Ħ�D�)RUUHVW�*XPS�RI�
:RUOG�:DU�,,�Ħ�ZKR�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�WKH�1D]LV�DJDLQVW�KLV�ZLOO��
was arrested and then were forced to become a soldier of a 
5HG�$UP\��WKXV�UHDFKLQJ�%HUOLQ�LQ�������7KUHH�PHQ�DQG�WKUHH�
GLɱHUHQW�VWRULHV��ZKLFK�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�UHJDLQLQJ�RI�
independence are able to exist in Riga, a capital of the divided 
memories of this country.
     Clearly a trip to Latvia is a breathtaking journey, to the 
constantly present past of an uncertain, divided future. During 
this trip guests may experience various social and history 
FRQWUDGLFWLRQV��HYHQ�FRQÀLFWV�DQG�FODVKHV�RI�PHPRULHV��DV�ZHOO�
as ethnic identities. It would be a fascinating trip into this land 
of simultaneous elements of various ages and cultural periods. 
A land where social solidarity is a value which is still missing, 
where richness is rich in its vulgarity with huge tracks called 
jeeps and where poverty is poor in its misery and silence, in its 
social exclusion from the showcasing of the boutique tourism. 
At the same time Riga tries to go on in its social austerity and 
post crisis economy, trying to solve its social and economic 
issues as well as its health care problems. And there are signs, 
signs of small individual and collective success stories.
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The camera sweeps over a massive monotonous housing project. 
A young man dreams of a better life somewhere else but is caught 
XS�LQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�GHVSDLU��,Q�WKH�WKH�¿OP�E\�$LNV�.DUDSHWMDQV�
3HRSOH�2XW�7KHUH�IURP������WKH�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHD�3ͣDYQLHNL�LQ�
eastern Riga becomes an urban space of Otherness in its purest 
form, stigmatized and alienated for those who never passed its 
boundaries. 
�����3ͣDYQLHNL�LV�D�W\SLFDO�PLFURUD\RQ��D�ODUJH�VFDOH�KRXVLQJ�HVWDWH�DQG�
D�SURGXFW�RI�6RYLHW�VRFLDO�HQJLQHHULQJ��,Q�5LJD�VRPH����SHUFHQW�RI�
the residents are living in these areas. Consequently, the majority of 
the population resides in what is depicted as the Other. 

Being a microrayon resident is a profound part of the identity 
RI�WKRVH�LQ�3ͣDYQLHNL��7KLV�LGHQWLW\�FRQVLVWV�RI�PHPRULHV�RI�
the construction period, school days, or even previous housing 
situation, which often was much worse than new home in 
3ͣDYQLHNL��7KHUH�LV�D�ODUJH�%HORUXVVLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�3ͣDYQLHNL��
hence for those immigrants this is the most important area of this 
country, or otherwise, it is the territory such people could identify 
ZLWK��+HUH�LW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW�VRPH�VHOIĥVWLJPDWL]DWLRQ�
is present among the inhabitants themselves. When searching for 

Diversify 
your memories! 

Think about 
3ʐDYQLHNi

AOHNVDQGUV��)H̫WLQV
�$UFKLWHFW��8UEDQ�3ODQQHU��5LJD
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available cultural representations of the residents, except from the 
¿OP�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��,�IRXQG�Ħ�WR�P\�VXUSULVH�Ħ�WZR�)DFHERRN�
SDJHV�RQ�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�PLFURUD\RQ��� �
�����7KH�¿UVW�RQH�PRVWO\�VKDUHV�SLFWXUHV�RI�WKH�DUHD�DQG�LWV�UHVLGHQWV�
followed by posts commenting on the life events related to the 
images. This page invites the visitor to explore the area in a friendly 
ZD\��RɱHULQJ�7ĥVKLUWV�ZLWK�D�KRPHPDGH�3ͣDYQLHNL�ORJR��WKH�VHFRQG�
SDJH�KDV�D�TXLWH�GLɱHUHQW�DSSURDFK�LQ�DWWUDFWLQJ�LWV�IROORZHUV��+HUH�
the cover picture looks like something from the violent action 
JDPH�*UDQG�7KHIW�$XWR�DQG�GHVFULEHV�3ͣDYQLHNL�DV�D�JDQJĥJRYHUQHG�
ghetto. 

With these two examples, I would like to open up a discussion 
of the alternative reading of the microrayon as an urban space. 
Researching the area for my master’s thesis, I was looking for an 
approach and topic that would relate human needs and society 
to the built form, implicitly stating the problem of the mismatch 
between both. 
     Soon enough, I realized that there are not any representations of 
3ͣDYQLHNL�IURP�DQ�DFDGHPLF�RU�SURIHVVLRQDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��+RZHYHU��
WKHUH�LV�D�WUHQG�WR�JHQHUDOL]H�ODUJHĥVFDOH�KRXVLQJ�HVWDWHV�DV�D�FHUWDLQ�
“other” to the “normal “city in planning theory. Generalized 
descriptions of “postwar housing estates” and “peripheral housing 
HVWDWHV´�DUH�FRPPRQ��,Q�JHQHUDO�ĪRK�P\�*RG�,�DP�JHQHUDOL]LQJ�ī�
planning theory states that “microrayons are similar areas with 
similar problems all over Europe”. The outsiders’ view towards 
microrayons are dominating, this “otherness” is strong and the 
insider’s identity is often left unnoticed. 

In order to get closer to the topic of the Otherness I did not 
LQLWLDOO\�IRFXV�RQ�FRQÀLFWLQJ�PHPRULHV�EXW�LQ�WKH�VHHPLQJO\�
FRQÀLFWLQJ�XUEDQ�VSDFH�DQG�LWV�PLOLHX��$ERYH�DOO��,�ZDV�QRW�VDWLV¿HG�
with the apathy of today’s Latvian urban designers as they try to 
imagine the future of microrayons. 
�����$V�,�ZDQWHG�WR�¿QG�SRVVLEOH�IXWXUH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�
GLɱHUHQWLDWHG�XVHU�FRQWURO�WKDW�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�3ͣDYQLHNL�,�VWXGLHG�
YDOXHV�ZKLFK�PLJKW�OLQN�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�WR�WKHLU�ĪEXLOWī�HQYLURQPHQW�
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DQG�YLHZHG�P\�UHVHDUFK�REMHFW�DV�D�PXOWLĥOHYHO�KLHUDUFKLFDO�DUWLIDFW��
somewhere between apartment blocks and a district. 
     The values of user control were chosen as a research variable 
based on the evident lack of care in the area. In order to explain 
WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�3ͣDYQLHNL�,�XVHG�SDWWHUQ�ODQJXDJH��FRLQHG�E\�WKH�
architect and researcher Christopher Alexander. This method 
was useful as a double statement, linking context, activities 
DQG�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ��ERWK�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�VWDWHPHQW�
and solution. With this, I tried to escape the unnecessary 
generalizations of microrayons. 

Let me now present my research idea. We might approach 
otherness through more close associations with the environment. 
Otherness is conditioned by memories which constitute the 
FRQWHQW��&RQWHQW�LV�FRQGLWLRQHG�E\�PDQ\�SRVVLEOH�IRUPV�ĪLQ�RWKHU�
ZRUGV�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�RI�JRRG�RU�HYLOī��)RUP�LV�FRQGLWLRQHG�E\�
many structures, like “red lines” or “polarities”, be it geographical, 
cultural or ideological. Structures like this condition can have many 
functions, like “fashion”, “taste” or even “government”. Functions 
facilitate intentions, which are rather traditional, nor opportunity 
oriented. 
     Hence my question is the following: How can one diversify 
PHPRULHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLW\ĥRULHQWHG�
intentions towards the Otherness? This is a design question. 

I see the problem of the Otherness as a certain kind of diversity 
of values. Let us frame the problem like this: Otherness facilitates 
only one kind of polarization: either towards or from the Other. 
8UEDQ�VSDFH�DQG�OLYLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�OXFNLO\�RɱHUV�XV�PXFK�
PRUH�GLYHUVLWLHV��+LVWRU\�ĪDQG�RWKHU�KXPDQLWLHVī�KDV�D�FHUWDLQ�
responsibility to polarize. Hence, in order to diversify Otherness, 
history is of no help, like any other empirical science. We need 
another modality, which is capable of answering a question like: 
What is possible diversity? This frame of possibility thinking is well 
explained by the urbanist and professor Taeke M. de Jong: 
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7KH�SRVVLEOH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GLYHUVLW\�FDQQRW�EH�LPDJLQHG�
ZLWKRXW�LPDJLQLQJ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GLYHUVLW\�ÀUVW��7KH�LQWHQWLRQ�
RU�DLP�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GLYHUVLW\�FDQQRW�EH�LPDJLQHG�ZLWKRXW�LPDJLQLQJ�
LWV�SRVVLEOH�IXQFWLRQV��)RU�HPSLULFDO�UHVHDUFKHUV��ZKR�VLOHQWO\�VXSSRVH�
ZHOOĦNQRZQ�IXQFWLRQV�IURP�WKH�SDVW��WKLV�DSSURDFK�PD\�VHHP�EL]DUUH��WR�
SRVWSRQH�WKH�DLP�RI�D�VWXG\�WR�WKH�ODVW�FKDSWHUV��+RZHYHU��LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHDUFK�
IRU�SRVVLELOLWLHV��WKLV�DSSURDFK�LV�XQDYRLGDEOH��0RUHRYHU��WKH�VWXG\�LWVHOI�LV�
D�GHVLJQ��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�LW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG��,W�GRHV�QRW�FDXVH�D�IXQFWLRQ��
LW�HQDEOHV�IXQFWLRQV��$�KRXVH�GRHV�QRW�FDXVH�D�KRXVHKROG��LW�PDNHV�PDQ\�
KRXVHKROGV�SRVVLEOH��7KH�VWXG\�RI�GHVLJQ�SRVVLELOLWLHV�FRQVHTXHQWO\�UDLVHV�
PHWKRGRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHFRQGĦRUGHU�GHVLJQ�RI�D�VWXG\�DERXW�
GHVLJQ��

:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��,�DP�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�YLVLWRUV�RI�3ͣDYQLHNL�RI�WR�
ORRN�IRU�GLYHUVLW\�RI�WKH�FRQWHQW�ZKLFK�LV�QRW�RQO\�SUREDEOH�ĪDV�D�
PDWHULDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHPRULHVī�EXW�DOVR�SRVVLEOH�ĪWKDW�LV�\RXU�RZQ�
IXWXUH�H[SHULHQFHī��$V�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�ZH�RIWHQ�WHQG�WR�JHQHUDOL]H�
heritage. I believe we instead must reimagine our history. 

Urban excursions often provide large amount of precooked 
information for a more or less bored audience. But an individual 
ZKR�LV�EODVp�LV�DOVR�EOLQG�IRU�QHZ�¿QGLQJV�DQG�FRQFHSWLRQV�����
     In creating this itinerary I am therefore proposing a structure 
with many polarities that allows discovery of diverse content in 
order to diversify the notion of the Otherness. In spite of the 
YLVLWRU¶V�OLPLWHG�DELOLW\�WR�GLɱHUHQWLDWH�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJV�ĪGXH�WR�
XQIDPLOLDULW\�RI�WKH�DUHDī�,�DUJXH�IRU�OHVV�JHQHUDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�
FXOWXUHĪVī�KH�RU�VKH�HQFRXQWHUV��
     The excursion will start from the “inside” of the microrayon at 
WKH�SXEOLF�SOD\JURXQG�RQ�-DVPXLɮDV�VWUHHW��WKHQ�PDNLQJ�D�FLUFOH�
WKURXJK�WKH�DUHD�SDVVLQJ�3ͣDYQLHNLĥ���YDULRXV�FHQWUHV�DQG�LQĥ
EHWZHHQ�VSDFHV��3ͣDYQLHNLĥ��DQG�WKHQ�EDFN�DJDLQ���
     The point of departure is where the resident would start his 
or her daily experience of the area: in front of the residential 
buildings. After a while it will be possible to see the variation in the 
architectural compositions, which is dominating the experience 
RI�WKH�DUHD�DQG�RɱHUV�D�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�RSHQ�VWUHHWV�DQG�PRUH�
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closed courtyards. Lastly, the audience will be able to study the 
growing public space of the area in following the arrow radiating 
from each apartment towards the “outside”. 
�����7KXV�WKH�H[FXUVLRQ�RɱHUV�D�VWUXFWXUDO�GLYHUVLW\�RI�3ͣDYQLHNL��
D�YDULHW\�RI�FORVHGQHVV�DQG�RSHQQHVV�RQ�WZR�ĪDW�OHDVWī�OHYHOV�RI�
scale: one conditioned by the architecture and another by the 
FRQQHFWLRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�ĪKXPDQī�PRWRULF�OHYHO��

+RZ�FDQ�ZH�GLYHUVLI\�RXU�PHPRULHV�RI�FRQWHQW�ĪRXU�H[SHULHQFHVī�
DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�PDUN�WKH�H[WUHPH�YDOXHV�ĪWKH�]HUR�YDOXH�
DQG�PD[LPXP�YDOXHī�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�ZH�REVHUYH"�&DQ�ZH�SURSRVH�
alternative readings of the urban forms? Is it possible to imagine 
RWKHU�VWUXFWXUDO�SRODULWLHV"�$QG��ODVWO\��LI�ZH�WXUQ�WR�3ͣDYQLHNL��
how can this very neighborhood function on a cultural level in the 
ODUJHU�ZKROH�WKDW�LV�5LJD"�7KHVH�DUH�P\�¿QDO�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�IXUWKHU�
contemplation.

$OH[DQGHU��&���������7KH�WLPHOHVV�ZD\�RI�EXLOGLQJ. Oxford University Press, New York. 
De Jong, T., 2012. 'LYHUVLI\LQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�WKURXJK�GHVLJQ. Delft. 
)HOWLQV��$��� ������5HVHDUFK�RQ�+RZ�WR�'LYHUVLI\�D�0LFURUD\RQ� $�SDWWHUQ� ODQJXDJH� IRU�XVHU� FRQWURO�
IDFLOLWDWLQJ�XUEDQ�GHVLJQ�LQ�/DUJH�6FDOH�+RXVLQJ�(VWDWHV� Delft. 
Karapetjans, A., 2012. &LOYɉNL�WXU�/\XGL�WDP.
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1.�-DVPXLɮDV�6WUHHW
2. -ɀͤD�*UHVWHV�&RXUW\DUG
3. Praulienas Street
4. Playground
5. -XNXPD�9ɀFLHɣD�6WUHHW
6. Shopping street
7. Shopping mall “Sahara”
8. Market
9. Georgian Bakery
10. Stadium of Belarus School
11. Shopping Centre
12. Playground/market
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Silent Night
3KRWRV�E\�(UQHVWV�ĎYHLVEHUJV
5,6(%$�)DFXOW\�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�'HVLJQ�
,,,�\HDU�VWXGHQW��5LJD

My daily life is connected with the 
city. There are places which I am 
attached to which I like or dislike 
and others which I consume 
or take care of. I am familiar 
with such places due to my daily 
interaction with them. I can even 
recognize myself in places that are 
meaningful to me. The word 'DLO\ 
conjures up images of the GD\WLPH. 
Hence my following questions: 
What happens to P\�places in the 
night? Can I still recognize them 
DQG� ¿QG� FRPIRUW� WKHUH� ZKHQ� LW�
is dark? And in the end, is it my 
mind that changes, or the city?





To write an essay on the Urban is an abstract task. It gets even 
YDJXHU�LI�RQH�UHDOL]HV�KLV�ODFN�RI�VSHFL¿F�DɷOLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�RQH�

or others of the so called “disciplines”. What if our questions are 
not about the theoretical framework? What if  the praxis to be 
scrutinized has not yet been implemented because it has not yet 
been conceptualized? 

This is that kind of case. 

I FRXOG�WU\�WR�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�RWKHU�Ī�ī�WKDQ�P\VHOI�DQG�FRQWLQXH�
RQZDUGV�E\�GHFODULQJ�VXSHU¿FLDO�FRQFOXVLRQV�DQG��D�³ZDQW�WR�EH´�

GHHS�DQDO\VLV�RI�GLɱHUHQW�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�EXW��¿UVWO\���LW�ZRXOG�EH�RI�
no added value at all and, secondly, we as a society are spending far 

$́ERYH�DOO��DV�ZH�KHDU�IURP�WKH�SDVW�DV�LW�IRUHWHOOV�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH�FLW\�LV�WKH�
LOOXVLRQ� RI� SHUPDQHQFH� ħ�ZKHUHDV� LW� LV� EXW� D� SDVVLQJ�PRPHQW��ZKLFK�PD\�
EH�EULHI�RU�OLQJHU��&LWLHV�IDLO��IDOO��FUXPEOH��GHFD\��DUH�GHVWUR\HG��DEDQGRQHG��
DUH�ZDVKHG�DZD\��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKHUH�LV�QR�VWDEOH�XUEDQ�IRXQGDWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�
SODQHW�DQG�SHUPDQHQFH�LV�DQ�LOOXVLRQ��7KDW�¶ZH·�DFW�DV�LI�WKLV�ZHUH�VR��LV�PHUHO\�
DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�KRZ�OLWWOH�¶ZH·�XQGHUVWDQG�RI�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�QDWXUH�RI�WLPH�
DV�FKDQJH�ZLWKLQ�SODQHWDU\�DQG�FRVPLF�G\QDPLFV�µ�1

Eleni Kalantidou

On the Otherness.
The Case of Riga

-ɁQLV�̥ɏQDsts

UUEDQ�3ODQQHU��3ODFH�0DNHU��5LJD

47



3KRWR��-ɀQLV�͝ɎQDVWV



too much time on empty decorative discussions for its own sake. 
And mostly it is done by completely negating and disabling the 
very critical content beneath the physical urban fabric. Much is 
to be revealed and relationally connected, and in doing so all I can 
GR�LV�WR�EH�PH��1R�RWKHUVWKLV�WLPH��%XW�¿UVW�WR�OD\�D�EDFNJURXQG��D�
quick picture of my opinion of ´ZKDW�ZH�NQRZµ rather than ´ZKDW�ZH�
WKLQN�ZH�NQRZµ. 
     Latvia is a small country placed in the Baltic region of North 
East Europe with a population of just over 2 000 000 people. 
As an ex part of the USSR and with experience of reclaimed 
LQGHSHQGHQF\�RI����\HDUV��/DWYLD�LV�D�SXUH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�SRVWĥ
colonial borderland. Though while being part of “the 1st World” 
there is something broken at the very core of the structure we 
call ´ZHµ��%\�OLYLQJ�LQ�PHPRULHV�RI�ERWK�JORULRXV�WLPHV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�Ī����Ħ����ī�DQG�GHVSRWLVP�RI�8665�Ī����Ħ����ī��
Latvia is lost somewhere in between the West and the East, the 
North and the South.  
     We are unsettled in our in betweenness and so strictly bound 
to the collective memories, for dwelling in Time and Space has 
become something linear and growing out of the mindset of 
protectionism and ethnocentric contradictions. Because of so 
called life quality of the Old Europe, contemporary Latvia is 
blindly running after the destructive comforts of the Western 
QHRĥOLEHUDO�HFRQRP\�ZKLOH�LJQRULQJ�WKH�FRPSOHWH�ODFN�RI�WKH�FLYLF�
society which has never been established. On the other hand Latvia 
is running away from the East because of the historical experience 
and also debatable uprising of Russia. 

Here, there is a massive fear of others.

Reckoning this, Latvia is displaced from its own unique Baltic 
identity and within this provocative statement and constant 

mental unsettlement, the country is still struggling to develop an 
LQWHJUDWHG�ĪGHGLFDWHG�IRU�WKH�&RPPRQī�VRFLHW\�DQG�LV�FXUUHQWO\�
furthering political actions that may be understood as a temporal 
praxis of sustainment.2
This massive need to live ´QRUPDOO\µ�OLNH�WKRVH�RWKHUV�RI�WKH�QHRĥ
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OLEHUDO�:HVW�ĪWKDW�LV�WR�KDYH�D�FDU��ELJ�KRXVH��ODUJH�VDODU\�HWFHWHUDī�
ZLWK�DGGHG�KLJK�UDWH�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�ĪSHUFHLYHG�DV�D�KHULWDJH��RQO\�
WKLV�WLPH�IURP�GLɱHUHQW�RWKHUVī�LV�SURGXFLQJ�PDUNHW�GULYHQ�DQG�
monetary oriented local and regional politics. A politics with a large 
and direct impact to municipal urban planning and governance. 
Withinthis context Riga is the distillation of this entire context. 
Putting it simple, there is otherness we fear of and there is 
otherness we are hungry for. Question about ´ZHµ gets heavier. 
�����$W�WKH�¿UVW�VLJKW�RWKHUQHVV�RU�DOWHULW\ is hard to comprehend. 
Due to its given status in domains of philosophy as a concept 
WKDW�GH¿QHV�HQWLW\�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�ZKLFK�LGHQWLW\�LV�FRQVWUXFWHG��
otherness seems to be something far more ontologically designing 3    
WKDQ�ZH�PLJKW�WKLQN��7KH�H[ĥPD\RU�RI�%RJRWD��$QWDQDV�0RFNXV��LQ�
his passionate presentation at the last “Latvian Architecture Award 
����´��PDGH�D�FOHDU�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�SV\FKRVRFLDO�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
city by giving a keynote remark: ´:KDW�ZH�WKLQN�RI�RWKHUV�LV�ZKDW�ZH�
UHDOO\�īWKLQN�ZHĬ�DUH�µ�Truth to be told this is the narrative of Riga in 
a nutshell.

Riga is the capital city of Latvia in which one third of the 
country’s population is living and half of it is working. Since 

Riga was founded in 1201 by catholic bishop Albert, it instantly 
ZDV�GHVLJQHG�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�LQGLJHQRXV�ORFXV�Ħ�WR�PDQLIHVW�WKH�
order of the Church and therefore implementing the worldview of 
WKH�:HVW��%\�VNLSSLQJ�WKH�QH[W�����\HDUV�RI�HDUO\�FUXVDGHV��VRPH�
never ending wars, a membership in the Hanseatic League,  the 
LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�GLɱHUHQW�GRPLQLRQV�DQG�WKH�ULVH�RI�QDWLRQDOLVW�
discourse, we are at the point where this city is the main stage of 
/DWYLDCV�QHZHVW�VSHFWDFOH�Ħ�WKH�7LPH�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH��
6R�WR�¿QDOO\�DQG�¿UPO\�JUDVS�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�RI�RWKHUQHVV�ZLWKLQ�
this context, there is one small story to be told. 
     First, one must understand that Riga is something more than just 
the main built structure of this country. Multilevel impact of this 
FLW\�UHDFKHV�EH\RQG�LWV�JHRJUDSK\�ĪWRSRVī�DQG�IRU�WKH�VRFLHW\�OLYLQJ�LQ�
Latvia there is this perception of two worlds, two entities in contrast, 
two RWKHUQHVVHV�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�V\QWKHVL]LQJ�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�RWKHU�Ħ�5LJD�DQG�
Latvia.  Though this duality begs to be unfolded and deconstructed. 
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For born UɏG]LQLHNL�ĪGHPRQ\P�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�RI�5LJDī�/DWYLD�LV�D�
resource to be maintained and properly governed only for the 
SURYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRPIRUWV�RI�OLIH�Ħ�IRU�D�FRXQWU\VLGH�YLVLW�
and the possibility to have a summer house, for some forest air to 
breathe and seaside to enjoy.  5ɏG]LQLHNL��do not speak about food 
production which is an immense future issue because of Riga’s 
still undeveloped urban farming praxis. This issue goes beyond 
the ERLOLQJ�SRLQW because of the ongoing destruction process of 
community gardens. Aside from that, everything else, for 
example human capital, is of second value and one could even say 
that Riga exposes instrumental perception of the otherness within 
other Latvia. However, here lays the massive contradiction to be 
exposed by critical research studies. 
     For people from other cities, parts and regions, Riga is 
somewhat of almost a miracle. The grandeur and historical GHQVLW\ 
once again plays a role of two RWKHUQHVVHV where in every given point 
of Time and Space this city is a monster to be afraid of and also a 
beam of light to follow.

I was raised in a countryside house with a farm next to the 
VPDOOHVW�FLW\�RI�/DWYLD�Ħ�'XUEH��:KLOH�,�ZDV�JURZLQJ�XS�LW�ZDV�

LPSRVVLEOH�WR�DYRLG�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�RI�5LJD¶V�VLJQL¿FDQFH��$W�VRPH�
point even the smallest problem of daily life became an argument 
about sooner or later moving to Riga in order to obtain DQ\WKLQJ 
and to get away from the otherness we already had enough of.
�����7KHRUHWLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�ZH�PHQWDOO\�FRQVWUXFW�D�VSHFL¿F�
perception and opinion of this city even before we have physically 
been here. It somehow relates to escapism and therefore 
contributes to many unsustainable characteristics of being in Riga. 
Alienation could serve as a meaningful example.

´:KLOH�PXFK�RI�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�DV�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�WKH�VDPH��EXW�
HTXDOO\�PXFK�DERXW�XV�ZLOO�FKDQJH�RYHU�DQG�EH\RQG�WKLV�FHQWXU\��4µ�
Tony Fry

This is it. The Time is now. Though it may sound a bit odd and 
of extreme populism we must come to understanding that 
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design is to be in Time not Space. Therefore the future of Riga lies, 
¿UVW�DQG�IXQGDPHQWDOO\��ZLWKLQ�HWKLFV�DQG�RQO\�WKHQ�DHVWKHWLFV�WKDW�
VKRXOG�EH�H[HFXWHG�DV�D�SXUH�SUD[LV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�RQH��,Q�FRQWH[W�RI�
the otherness a place to begin is by taking a step back. We must 
unlearn this rat racementality over something we want rather 
than what we need. In order to do so, much is to be done with 
the identity we have constructed as a direct opposite to all the 
othernesses we have. 
�����6R�WKH�PDLQ�DQG�RYHUDUFKLQJ�TXHVWLRQ�FDQ�EH�¿QDOO\�DVNHG���
Are we ready and capable to reconstruct our identity to reveal 
5LJD¶V�G\VIXQFWLRQDO�ZD\V�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�SUREOHPV�WR�EH�
solved? By avoiding the speculations of imaginable answers, one 
SUH¿JXUDWLYH�ZD\�LV�WR�HQYLVLRQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI5LJD�DQG�WKHQ�WR�XVH�LW�
DV�D�GHVLJQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RU�D�EULHI�WR�FRQVWUXFW�UHĥGLUHFWLYH�VROXWLRQV��
At one point the present urban planning is already concerned with 
this particular task thus some brief examples and already visible 
SUREOHPV�¿W�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�VKDUSO\�

RLJD¶V�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�V\VWHP�DQG�GHVLJQ�ĪEHLQJ�VWLOO�GLYLGHGī�
has been reduced to primitive land use zoning practice with a 

goal just to maintain the property value. Although the situation is 
FKDQJLQJ�ĪWKDQNV�WR�LPPHQVH�DFWLYLW\�RI�ERWWRPĥXS�LQLWLDWLYHV�DQG�
QRQĥJRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQVī�DQG�5LJD�LV�VXFFHVVIXO�DV�D�%DOWLF�
Sea region Metropolis and this year’s EU Culture Capital yet all 
WKH�JRRG�LGHDVDQG�LQWHQWLRQV�JR�QRZKHUH�QHDU�EH\RQG�VXSHU¿FLDO�
planning documents and proposals. 
�����&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�LQ�EHWZHHQ�WRSĥGRZQ�OHJDO�ERGLHV�ĪJRYHUQPHQWī�
DQG�ERWWRPĥXS�LQLWLDWLYHV�ĪFRPPRQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�\RXQJ�DFWLYLVWVī�
is lost in personal interests and bureaucratic tunnels designed to 
maintain the given VWDWXV�TXR of contemporary urban conditions. 
One can continue this by also adding incapability to use long 
term visions as instruments, negation ofclimate change and 
future glocal migration issues as well as instrumental denial of 
the aforementioned role of urban farming. The problem is a 
contradiction between this city’s needs and wants. The population 
RI�5LJD�LV�LQ�GHFOLQH��6LQFH�WKH�HQG�RI�����V�ZKHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
H[FHHGHG����������LW�KDV�UHGXFHG�WR���������LQ�������7KLV�UHODWHV�
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to a deeper problem of an aging population and a huge emigration 
by the young to study and work abroad with a minor or no interest 
at all in coming back. Also the very Historical Centre of Riga 
is dying and transforming towards pure consumerism oriented 
SK\VLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�JOLPSVH�RI�VHOIĥ
sustaining livability.  
     This is resulting in an even larger emigration away from the 
city to the growing suburbs, which generate the evolving loop of 
an “American lifestyle”, disabling the very last trails to indigenous 
understandings and knowledge.

The result is an enormous amount of unused spaces and lots 
ĪHYHQ�ZKROH�TXDUWHUV�DQG�GLVWULFWVī�RZQHG�E\�ODUJH�SULYDWH�

LQYHVWRUV��GHYHORSHUV��EDQNV�DQG�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\��6RPH�VD\�ĪWKHUH�
LV�QR�SURSHUO\�H[HFXWHG�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKLV�LVVXHī�WKDW�HYHU\�¿IWK�
building in Riga stays empty or is not occupied. At some point 
there are similarities with the city of Detroit but those should 
be kept in mind only as a context to visualize possible future 
happenings. A year ago the movement FreeRiga designed an event 
called “Occupy me” in order to start a public discussion about the 
issue with the intention to make these dead spaces available for 
the creative class in order  to implement the Change in cultural 
conditions of this city. Unfortunately the whole project has been 
stopped due to incredibly rude and visible corruption. 
     Riga is becoming dead and unused while at the same time huge 
investments goes into unsustainable EH\RQG�VFDOH�developments. 
It is business as usual when large shopping hyper stores, new and 
XQQHHGHG�WUDɷF�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�SURMHFWV�GHVLJQHG�RQO\�IRU�FDUV�
ĪSULYDWHO\�RZQHGī�DQG�QHZ�KRXVLQJ�GHYHORSPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�RQO\�
for the rich are being proposed as so called PRGHUQ�GHYHORSPHQW. 
Also the knowledge based and creative economies as well as other 
alternative  lifestyles have been limited in Time and Space because 
creative industries and other whole domains of the economy 
struggle to get recognized as a sustainable approach of Doing 
7KLQJV��6RFLHW\�EOLQGO\�IROORZV�WKH�UXOHV�RI�QHRĥOLEHUDO�FDSLWDOLVP��
which in essence completely denies the idea of “less is more”.
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Concluding with all the things mentioned above, a hypothetical 
concept for Change is to be revealed and in this case it can 

EH�GH¿QHG�DV�D�SRVVLEOH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�PHWUR¿WWLQJ��3URIHVVRU�
7RQ\�)U\�EULHÀ\�GH¿QHV�PHWUR¿WWLQJ�DV�WKH�HOHYDWLRQ�RI�UHWUR¿WWLQJ�
to an urban scale and the extending of its scope to include the 
RQWRORJLFDO�DQG�SV\FKRĥVRFLDO�GHVLJQLQJ�RI��WKH�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQW�
and its metabolism; the built fabric; the social formation; the 
cultural milieu and its institutions; and the local economy 
ĪLQFOXGLQJ�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�PRGHV�RI�JORFDO�H[FKDQJHī��
     The method combines an environment, social and economic 
risk mapping exercise with a historical analysis of past impacts on 
the city that had determinate consequences. It also reviews and 
HYHQ�UH�GHFRQVWUXFWV�DOO�UHOHYDQW�SROLF\�GRFXPHQWV�ĪGHPRJUDSKLF��
planning, disaster management, environmental, economic models 
DQG�SURMHFWLRQV��VRFLRĥFXOWXUDO�SROLF\�HWFHWHUDī��
     So in order to begin there is the need for recoding as an act of 
courage and commitment requiring and producing a great deal of 
human dignity. To begin with I would request a collective decision 
to recognize our future actions and investments on the given VWDWXV�
TXR. This would include the abandonment of our identity and 
everything that we know. It would be the greatest design task of 
our time. 

This is the Present from the Future. It comes through us. 
And it happens now.

��.DODQWLGRX��(���)U\��7���³$UFKLWHFWXUH�,Q�7KH�%RUGHUODQGV�ĥ�8QVXVWDLQDELOLW\�,Q�7KH�$IWHUOLIH�
2I�&RORQLDOLVP�$QG�'HVLJQLQJ�7KH�&LW\�2I�6XVWDLQPHQW´��8,$�����'85%$1�$UFKLWHFWXUH�
27+(5:+(5(��SS������ĥ�����
��.DODQWLGRX��(���)U\��7���³$UFKLWHFWXUH�,Q�7KH�%RUGHUODQGV�ĥ�8QVXVWDLQDELOLW\�,Q�7KH�$IWHUOLIH�
2I�&RORQLDOLVP�$QG�'HVLJQLQJ�7KH�&LW\�2I�6XVWDLQPHQW´��8,$�����'85%$1�$UFKLWHFWXUH�
27+(5:+(5(��SS������ĥ������
��:LOOLV��$���������³2QWRORJLFDO�GHVLJQLQJ´��'HVLJQ�3KLORVRSK\�3DSHUV��&ROOHFWLRQ�7KUHH��SS����ĥ
���
��7RQ\�)U\��µ7KH�3LFWXUH�%H\RQG�WKH�%LJ�3LFWXUH¶��RSHQLQJ�WDON�IRU�'HVLJQ��$FWLRQ��/HDGHUVKLS�
DQG� WKH�)XWXUH��%ULVEDQH�+RW+RXVH��*ULɷWK�8QLYHUVLW\��4XHHQVODQG�&ROOHJH�RI�$UW�� ��ĥ���
July 2011
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HOSPITAL 
FOREST 
Photos by Ernests Šveisbergs
RISEBA Faculty of Architecture and Design I
III year student, Riga

The hospital for children 
DW����9LHQ�EDV�JDWYH�LQ�
7RU�DNDOQV�ZDV�UHQRYDWHG�
recently. Yet the former 
park of the hospital has 
over time become more 
like a forest than a part 
of the city, it being used 
only by few people of the 
neighborhood. Behind its’ 
high concrete fence and 
dense greenery the sounds 
of the streets fade away. 
If people are the ones that 
create spatial imagery and 
atmosphere, then this place 
has become alien within the 
regular urban space, for it is 
QRZ�D�UHpHFWLRQ�RI�RQO\�EXW�
a few inhabitants. Whether 
they go there to hide from 
people, to play or just to 
have a drink, there is an 
emotional border between 
the city and the other side 
of this fence. 
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:H�DGMXVW�RXU�EHKDYLRU�DQG�RXU�VHOIĦ
LPDJH�EDVHG�XSRQ�RXU�LQWHUDFWLRQV�
DQG�RXU�VHOIĦUHÁHFWLRQ�DERXW�WKHVH�
LQWHUDFWLRQV�īWKLV�LV�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
ORRNLQJ�JODVV�VHOIĬ�

This quote comes from one of 
the fathers of the concept of 
Otherness, the philosopher George 
Herbert Mead, and can be found 
in his classic text Mind, Self and 
6RFLHW\�IURP�������8VLQJ�KLV�
concept of the looking glass self, it 
would seem like Riga’s historically 
most controversial neighborhood 
Ħ�0RVFRZ�)RUVWDGW�Ħ�KDV�EHHQ�
holding this very function. During 
centuries the wealthy inhabitants 
of Riga residing inside the city’s 
ZDOOV�EDVHG�WKHLU�VHOIĥLPDJH�DV�D�
contrast to this area. Reversely 
the diverse population of Moscow 
Forstadt, which received its 

name during the Russian Empire, 
SHUFHLYHV�D�GLɱHUHQW�SDWWHUQ�RI�
life in the mirror that displays the 
socially and culturally disciplined 
center. A life they would never 
achieve, and most likely would not 
want to either.

Thus, historical and cultural 
studies of Moscow Forstadt can 
bring an important contribution 
to the sociology of Riga’s minority 
groups, who have undergone 
historical, cultural and discursive 
processes under the label of the 
Other. The interesting thing about 
Moscow Forstadt is that the area 
still preserves to the utmost its 
traditional function of a refuge 
and shelter. One exception is the 
dreadful occasion when it became 
a mortal trap for Riga’s Jewish 
community.

Hell and Paradise: Moscow 
Forstadt as a Place of Contrast 

and the Celebration of 
Otherness

,JRUV��9DWR̫LQV��
JRXUQDOLVW��5LJD 
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Looking back at the 
QHLJKERUKRRG¶V�KLVWRU\�RQH�¿QG�
WKH�¿UVW�WUDFHV�RI�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�
DUHD�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH���WK�
century, when the northern part of 
modern Latvia, including Riga, was 
Swedish. At the time the Lutheran 
FKXUFK�RI�-HVXV��¿UVW�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�
������ZDV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�
settlement outside the city wall 
and was called Lastadia. 
     Some kilometers upstream 
the Daugava a Russian village 
appeared. Here raftsmen used to 
upload timber and other goods 
from the upper reaches of the river.
�����,Q������WKH�¿UVW�SUD\HU�KRXVH�RI�
Russian Old Believers, who were 
seeking refuge from repressions 
RI�RɷFLDO�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK�LQ�
Russia, was built. Soon the so 
called Grebenshchikov community 
became the most prominent 
Russian Old Believers’ sanctuary in 
the world. However it didn’t’ take 
long until the territory of Swedish 
Livland was conquered by Russia 
as war trophy after the Great 
Northern War. 
     As a result there were at least 
¿YH�5XVVLDQ�2UWKRGR[�WHPSOHV�DW�
the site in the beginning of the 
20th century. Going back to the 
early 1600s in front of the Carl’s 
gate, named after the Swedish 
king Carl XI, a certain Heinrich 
Rosen built a hostel for Jewish 

merchants. In the early 1900s this 
became a center of Jewish Riga 
with many synagogues and cultural 
institutions. Almost none of them 
survived the Holocaust. The latest 
temple in Moscow Forstadt, the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, was 
consecrated in 2011.

The story of churches and local 
FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�GLɱHUHQW�HWKQLF�
roots and congregations coexisting 
in close contact within a limited 
space reveals the complicated 
interactions within the Moscow 
Forstadt itself. 
     This territory concentrated 
individuals, trends, and events that 
could hardly be found in central 
Riga. It was a place that authorities 
considered atypical, occasionally 
strange and weird. A contrast to 
the formal and businesslike life 
of the centre. It was something 
that could be described within the 
extreme categories of both hell and 
paradise, far from the regular limbo 
of “normality”.
�����,I�)UHQFK�SKLORVRSKHU�-HDQĥ3DXO�
Sartre, with his concept of Hell 
is others, was right then Moscow 
Forstadt with its multicultural 
dense habitat should be a tense 
hellish place. Historically we 
QHLWKHU�VHH�JUHDW�FRQÀLFWV�KHUH��
QRU�¿QG�YHU\�PDQ\�SODFHV�RI�
violence. At least no more than in 
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other parts of the city and only 
if one excludes certain terrible 
HYHQWV�WKDW�DɱHFWHG�5LJD¶V�-HZLVK�
population. First, there was an 
DWWHPSW�RI�D�SRJURP�LQ������WKDW�
was prevented by an international 
group of social democrats. 
Secondly there was the hell of the 
Holocaust where Moscow Forstadt 
served as the Jewish ghetto in 
�����ĥ�������
     Today there is the reputation 
for criminality that befouls the 
area. Though the social situation in 
Moscow Forstadt is not excellent 
such a reputation is not supported 
in the research and the statistics 
but is rather part of the narrative 
of Otherness as something not 
trustworthy and suspicious. It is 
still considered the “Other” Riga.      
     One more tragicomic episode 
taking place during the 1920s is 
when the owner of one of the three 
local cinemas, called The Masque, 
hired some locals to dress up as 
devils with horns and big teeth in 
order to attract customers. Those 
would be devils were running along 
WKH�VWUHHWV��VSUHDGLQJ�OHDÀHWV�DQG�
promoting new movies until an old 
lady was frightened enough to die 
from a cerebral hemorrhage. An 
event of this kind would have been 
absolutely impossible in the centre 
of Riga.
     Still Moscow Forstadt could also 

be interpreted as an Eden. A haven 
for the slow pace and pastoral 
countryside life that the busy and 
pompous center misses and lacks. 
Another paradisiacal feature was 
the abundance of taverns with 
some simply served but healthy 
and tasty food and drinks. Being 
discovered drunk in the center 
could mean the end of a career, 
but not in Moscow Forstadt. That 
is why many noblemen from the 
FHQWHU��LQFOXGLQJ�LPSHULDO�JRYHUQRUĥ
general of Riga and all Baltic 
provinces the Italian marquise 
)LOLSSR�3DXOXFFL�ĪDW�VHUYLFH�LQ�5LJD�
IURP�����ĥ����ī�XVHG�WR�WUDYHO�WR�
WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�IRU�XQRɷFLDO�
lunches.
     After the Bolshevik revolution 
in Russia, which proclaimed a new 
mode of life and the destruction 
of traditional forms and norms of 
behavior, Moscow Forstadt with its 
intact environment remained as the 
good old paradise of a lost Russia. 
During this era, in the 1920s and 
��V��ORFDO�5XVVLDQV�LQFOXGLQJ�PDQ\�
emigrants from the USSR spent 
long hours of happiness and yet 
probably experienced some harsh 
nostalgia in The Volga, a traditional 
Russian tavern.    
     World famous artists, such 
as the singers Feodor Chaliapin 
and Dmitry Smirnov as well as 
the ballet dancer Mikhail Fokin 
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always turned up in this eatery 
when visiting Riga. Nowadays the 
local paradise for the belly and 
soul is revived in Lido, a recreation 
center and restaurant that opened 
in 1999. The problem is that this 
hot spot is turning its back to 
Moscow Forstadt. It does not 
even have a minor entry into the 
neighborhood. For many 
inhabitants of socially depressed 
Moscow Fortstadt area the 
temptations of Lido are something 
like a forbidden fruit.
     Still there are many small 
taverns and cellars where one can 
have a good time with friends of 
the same fate and be accompanied 
E\�FKHDS�DOFRKRO��+HUH�RQH�¿QGV�
illegal spots with smuggled and 
counterfeit drinks and drugs, of 
course this is challenged by the 
police. 
     According to the local story 
ĪMXVWLI\LQJ�WKH�DEXQGDQW�XVH�RI�
DOFRKROī�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ORFDOV�GHFLGHG�
to hide when faced with forced 
UHFUXLWPHQW�E\�WKH�:DɱHQ�66�
/DWYLDQ�/HJLRQ�LQ�������7KH�PHQ�
found various hideouts in attics, 
basements and in nearby barns and 
sheds. For more than two years 
they were hiding from the Nazis 
and local collaborators, supplied 
only by their family members 
with food and alcohol. When they 
beheld the light of day again after 

Moscow Forstadt was liberated 
by the Soviet Army the habit of 
drinking of course had become a 
must. 

Yet the main thing that for 
centuries made Moscow Forstadt 
a paradise is the fact that it was a 
place where you could celebrate 
your individuality, a place to 
express the unique self. Even 
nowadays its inhabitants discuss 
and quarrel about family matters 
loudly and outdoors, in an urbi et 
orbi manner. This would hardly be 
possible in other more prestigious 
neighborhoods.
     The noticeable feature of 
the local Otherness is the urban 
texture of Moscow Forstadt which 
is founded upon certain harsh 
contrasts. The scale between the 
������PHWHU�KLJK�6WDOLQ�HUD�EXLOGLQJ�
of Academy of Sciences, initially 
erected as the House for Collective 
Farmers, and the wooden buildings 
RI�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�FHQWXULHV�DUH�
DEVROXWHO\�GLɱHUHQW��
     One more paradoxical location 
is the Memorial of the Choral 
Synagogue. The synagogue was 
burnt down with people inside 
RI�LW�LQ�-XO\�������$QRWKHU�SODFH�
of contrast, where history is 
materialized by the presence of 
old things, is in the neighboring 
SHUPDQHQW�ÀHD�PDUNHW��WKH�RQO\�
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one of its kind in Riga. 
�����'H¿QLWHO\�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
strange about this area, which also 
seems to prevent it from being 
redeveloped. Ten years ago an 
international competition with 
the participation of world famous 
architectural teams promised a real 
change for Moscow Forstadt. The 
winning entry was submitted by 
the world famous Klaus Kada and 
his colleagues from Austria.
     The winning plan suggested 
D�VWHS�E\�VWHS�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�ULW]\�.UDVWD�VWUHHW�ĪZKLFK�
according to the rating of Cushman 
	�:DNH¿HOG�LQ������ZDV�UHJDUGHG�
WKH���WK�DPRQJ�WKH�SULFLHVW�PDLQ�
VWUHHWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOGī�ZLWK�WKH�
depressed environment inside the 
Moscow Forstadt neighborhood.
     Years passed but not much was 
done. Some say that the problem 
lies in the structure of real estate 
property. Some wooden buildings 
belong to several families and quite 
often the owners live somewhere 
abroad. This means that the local 
managers don’t have the right to 
take the legal decisions. Some 
mention lack of both grass roots 
LQLWLDWLYHV�DQG�HɱRUWV�IURP�WKH�FLW\�
authorities.

What then must be done to alter 
this stagnant situation? Firstly, I 
believe that every stakeholder with 

a connection to Moscow Forstadt, 
whether social, economical or 
cultural, must understand the 
unique qualities of this place. It 
might be a partly depressed area, 
but it also a unique territory which 
has preserved qualities that are 
almost completely lost in the other 
environments of Riga.
     To put some single buildings on 
the list of protected landmarks is 
not enough. Instead one must treat 
this historic area as the complex 
web that it is, a symbol of a rather 
mixed and controversial message. 
Here one must also research to 
what extent the neighborhood 
can be considered unique in 
the context of the whole Baltic 
sea region. Moscow Forstadt 
needs a complex program for 
the revitalization of its wooden 
buildings that can still be saved. 
Here there is the need for the 
expertise and initiatives of those 
LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�RI�UHDO�HVWDWH��ZRRG�
restoration, and communication 
and dialogue with the local 
population.

There are some good examples 
of restoration and reconstruction 
of wooden buildings in Riga, but 
the experience of the wooden 
restorations in the nearby city 
RI�.XOGɎJD�FRXOG�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�
valuable. Here, a wooden 
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architecture restoration centre that 
opened in 2010 is giving second 
life to old doors, windows and 
other details and at the same time 
teaching the owners how to take 
care of their property.
     In order to revive Moscow 
Forstadt, there is a need for 
pilot projects that prove that 
change is real. This could be the 
reconstruction of one of the streets 
ĪSHUKDSV�<HUVLNDV�VWUHHWī�OHDGLQJ�
WR�WKH�5HG�+LOO�Ī+D\�0DUNHWī�
square. Another project for the 
UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�0RVFRZ�)RUVWDGW�
and the luxurious Krasta street 
could be to move the tram route 
closer to it. In doing so one would 
enable a vast pedestrian zone 
around the Red Hill square.  

It is clear that the situation cannot 
FKDQJH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�LQÀX[�RI�QHZ�
inhabitants who are motivated to 
live in this neighborhood because 
of its lower costs, closeness to the 
centre, it’s green environment and 
its special aura of Otherness.
     Here it seems logical that the 
main actors in the process of 
change should be three: the east 
executive authority of Riga City 
&RXQFLO�ĪZKLFK�LV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�
YHU\�KHDUW�RI�0RVFRZ�)RUVWDGWī��
GLɱHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�
ĪKLVWRULDQV��DUFKLWHFWV��MRXUQDOLVWV�
DQG�WRXULVW�RSHUDWRUVī�DQG�JURXSV�

of local activists that are ready to 
contribute to the development of 
the area.
�����,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�D�SRVLWLYH�VWHSĥE\ĥ
step scenario the grand challenge 
is both ethically and technically, 
alongside the progress and 
revitalization of the urban fabric, 
will be not to spoil the unique aura 
of Otherness.

But what kind of Otherness?

I believe that the Otherness 
of Moscow Forstadt could be 
described by the philosopher 
Emmanuel Levinas: “My 
relationship with the Other as 
neighbor gives meaning to my 
relations with all the others”. Or 
viewed through the philosopher 
-DFTXHV�/DFDQ¶V�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�HJRĥ
IRUPDWLRQ�RFFXUV�WKURXJK�PLUURUĥ
stage misrecognition: “The I is 
DOZD\V�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�WKH�2WKHU�´�
Rather than the Sartrean Hell of 
Others, Moscow Forstadt should 
be seen as an indispensable mirror 
IRU�RXU�RZQ�VHOIĥFRPSUHKHQVLRQ�
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1.�6SɎ͢HUL�4XDUWHU�
2��7KH�FRUQHU�RI�7XUJHͤHYD�DQG�(OLMDV�6WUHHWV
3. The Latvian Academy of Sciences
4. Riga Lutheran Church of Jesus
5. Memorial of Great Khoral Synagogue
6. Permanent Flea market
7.�6PDOO�JUHHQ�VTXDUH�DW�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�/ɀɄSOɈɣD�DQG�)��6DGRYͤLNRYD�6WUHHWV
8. Roman Catholic Church of St. Francis    
9. Russian Orthodox Church of All Saints 
10. &HQWUH�IRU�KRPHOHVV�SHRSOH�Ī����ī��.DWRͣX�6WU����
11. Grebenshchikov Russian Old Believers’ community complex
12. Armenian Apostolic Church
13. Las Vegas in Riga: Krasta Street
14. A row of wooden houses at Maskavas Str. in front of Moscow Garden    
15. 5HG�+LOO�Ī+D\�0DUNHWī�VTXDUH

Tour 

Moscow Forstadt
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,JRUV�0DORYickis

5,6(%$�)DFXOW\�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�'HVLJQ�,9�\HDU�VWXGHQW��5LJD



During the previous decade, certain parts of the world have experienced a 
massive increase in attempted revolutions and public uprising movements 
using the urban space as a platform for public manifestation. Starting 
ZLWK�8NUDLQH¶V�2UDQJH�5HYROXWLRQ�LQ�������WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�PRYHPHQW�
FXOPLQDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�LQ�����ĥ�����ZKHQ�PRVWO\�DXWKRULWDWLYH�
powers were overthrown by demands of democratically elected leaders 1,  
when massive protests and revolts took over the major cities in Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya and Syria, and with the Euromaidan movement in Ukraine 
LQ�����ĥ�����2���7KH�ODWWHU�WZR�KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�IXOO�VFDOH�PLOLWDU\�FRQÀLFWV�
WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�RQĥJRLQJ��
     Along with the massive protests in Arab cities and in Ukraine, the 
%DOWLF�6WDWHV�RI�(VWRQLD��/DWYLD�DQG�/LWKXDQLD�GXUĥLQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WHQ�
years have also experienced some of the largest public unrest events in 
WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKHLU�LQGHSHQGHQFH��7KH�%URQ]H�1LJKW�RI������LQ�7DOOLQQ�
H[KLELWHG�WKH�ODUJHVW�ULRWV�LQ�(VWRQLDQ�KLVWRU\�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DERXW�����
SHRSOH�DUUHVWHG������LQMXUHG�DQG���NLOOHG�����WKH���WK�-DQXDU\�5LJD�ULRWV�RI�
�����HQGHG�XS�ZLWK�����DUUHVWV�DQG�DERXW����SHRSOH�LQMXUHG�Ħ�WKH�PRVW�
violent protests in the history of independent Latvia��Ħ�DQG�D�IHZ�GD\V�
later similar protests appeared in Lithuania when the 16th January Vilnius 
ULRWV�RI������HQGHG�ZLWK����SHRSOH�DUUHVWHG�DQG����LQMXUHG�Ħ�DOVR�WKH�
largest since the restoration of the country’s independence �.  
�����$OWKRXJK�WKH�EDFNJURXQGV�IRU�(VWRQLDQ�DQG�/DWYLDQĥ/LWKXDQLDQ�ULRWV�
GLɱHU�TXLWH�QRWLFHDEO\��(VWRQLDQ�ULRWV�ZHUH�GULYHQ�E\�WKH�UHORFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�5XVVLDQ�PLQRULW\�V\PEROV�ZKLOH�WKH�/DWYLDQĥ/LWKXDQLDQ�ULRWV�ZHUH�
LQVSLUHG�E\�SROLWLFDOO\ĥFULVLV��7KH�SURWHVWV�JDYH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VWXG\�
the movement of people in riots and violent demonstrations in the Baltic 
6WDWHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�DWWHPSWV�DW�ORQJĥWHUP�
SURWHVWV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WHQW�WRZQV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�
of independence. 

��+DVKHPL��1���7KH�$UDE�5HYROXWLRQ�RI�������5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�5HOLJLRQ�DQG�3ROLWLFV����,QVLJKW�7XUNH\�
9RO�����1R�����������SS����ĥ����
��*XOL\HY��I���$NKUDUNKRGMDHYD��1���:K\�8NUDLQH¶V�(XURPDLGDQ�LV�QRW�VSUHDGLQJ�WR�RWKHU�SRVWĥ6RYLHW�
VWDWHV����:DVKLQJWRQ�3RVW��������DYDLODEOH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�ZDVKLQJWRQSRVW�FRP�EORJV�PRQNH\ĥFDJH�
ZS������������ZK\ĥXNUDLQHVĥHXURPDLGDQĥLVĥQRWĥVSUHDGLQJĥWRĥRWKHUĥSRVWĥVRYLHWĥVWDWHV��
��7DOOLQQ�7HQVH�$IWHU�5LRWV����%%&��������DYDLODEOH�DW��KWWS���QHZV�EEF�FR�XN���KL�HXURSH���������VWP�
��.DODɄLQVND��'���6RFLDO�3URWHVW�LQ�/DWYLD�����ĥ������3ROLWLFDO�'LVHQFKDQWPHQW�DQG�,GHQWLW\�)RUPDWLRQ�
// Central European University Department of Political Science, 2010, pp. 2. 
��%DUU\��(���%DOWLF�5LRWV�6SUHDG�WR�/LWKXDQLD�LQ�WKH�)DFH�RI�'HWHULRUDWLQJ�(FRQRPLF�&RQGLWLRQV����7KH�
1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV��������DYDLODEOH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�Q\WLPHV�FRP������������ZRUOG�HXURSH���OLWKXDQLD�KWPO
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,Q�WKLV�HVVD\��D�EULHI�FRPSDULVRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�5LJD���WK�-DQXDU\�ULRWV�DQG�
the Ukrainian Euromaidan will be introduced as well as a comparison 
between Euromaidan and the Riga protest tent sites. For a further 
investigation, two of the most symbolic and rival public gathering sites in 
Riga will be looked upon in terms of accessibility, area and scale.

KIEV

$5($������NP�
3238/$7,21�����������
'(16,7<��������SHUVRQV�NP�

RIGA

$5($������NP�
3238/$7,21���������
DENSITY: 2,100 persons/km2
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EUROMAIDAN
NOVEMBER 21, 2013-FEBRUARY 23, 2014
$FWLYH�SKDVH�RI�WKH�SURWHVWV�

234
People arrested during the protests.

400,000-800,000 
Protesters during the mass rallies.

5,000
1XPEHU�RI�SROLFH�RɷFHUV�

154,000
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI�DɱHFWHG�WHUULWRU\�

4
People that died from sniper shots.

2
$UPRUHG�SHUVRQQHO�FDUULHUV�Ī$3&ī

used by the police in clashes.
121

Casualities during the protests.

2,200
People injured during the protests.

$OWKRXJK�WKH�PDJQLWXGH�RI�ERWK�SURWHVW�FDPSDLJQV�GLɱHU�JUHDWO\��WKH�
(XURPDLGDQ�SURWHVWV�LQ�.LHY�����ĥ�����DQG�WKH���WK�-DQXDU\�ULRWV�LQ�5LJD�
2009 are considered to be two of the major events in the recent history of 
both nations. The Euromaidan protests are the largest since the Orange 
5HYROXWLRQ�LQ������ZKLFK�DOVR�JDWKHUHG�XS�WR�RQH�PLOOLRQ�RI�SURWHVWHUV�ĪXS�
WR���������LQ�(XURĥPDLGDQ�6ī��ODVWHG����GD\V�Ī(XURPDLGDQ�ODVWHG����GD\Vī�
\HW�UHVXOWHG�RQO\�LQ�RQH�FDVXDOW\�ĪDV�RSSRVHG�WR�(XURPDLGDQ�WKDW�UHFRUGHG�
WKH�GHDWKV�RI�����SHRSOHī�DQG�WKH�IDOO�RI�8NUDLQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��
     In both cases, the Independence Square in central Kiev has been the 
focal point of action and where the main protest camps and stages were 
installed. In Euromaidan clashes, the Independence Square also served 
DV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�SURWHVWHUĥSROLFH�EDWWOHV�DQG�WHUULWRU\�
claims towards the nearby government buildings. Interestingly enough, 
WKH�SURWHVWHUV�VHL]HG�WHUULWRU\�DORQJ�WKH�PDLQ�VWUHHWV�ĪWKH�ZLGWK�RI�
.KUHVKFKDW\N�6WUHHW�LV����PHWHUVī�DQG�FORVHG�Rɱ�WKH�VPDOOHU�VWUHHWV�ĪZLWK�
WKH�DYHUDJH�ZLGWK�EHLQJ���ĥ���PHWHUī�ZLWK�VPDOOHU�EDUULFDGHV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�
raided by the police.

KIEV

��:KLWPRUH��%���³8NUDLQH¶V�7KUHDW�7R�3XWLQ´��7KH�$WKODQWLF��������DYDLODEOH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�WKHDWODQWLF�
FRP�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUFKLYH���������XNUDLQHVĥWKUHDWĥWRĥSXWLQ�������
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JANUARY 13 RIOTS
JANUARY 13, 2009
7KH�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�ULRWV�WRRN�SODFH�

11
:LGWK�ĪPī�RI�-HNDED�DQG�6PLOVX�VWU�

10,000 
Protesters during the mass rally.
300-500
Rioters after the mass rally.

12,000
$UHD�ĪP�ī�DɱHFWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ULRWV�

50-60
People injured during the riots.

106
People detained during the riots.

100,000
EUR worth of damage done during 

the riots.

7KH���WK�-DQXDU\�ULRWV�DOVR�EHJDQ�DV�D�SURWHVW�PHHWLQJ�DJDLQVW�JRYHUQPHQW�
DFWLRQV�DQG�JDWKHUHG�XS�WR��������SHRSOH�Ħ�RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�PDVV�UDOOLHV�
in Latvian history. Although other protest events before 2009 also had 
PDQDJHG�WR�JDWKHU�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�SURWHVWHUV��PRVW�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�
peaceful. But after a mass rally in the Doma Square, several hundreds of 
protesters marched towards the parliament building and turned violent, 
ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�FODVKHV�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�OHIW����WR����SHRSOH�LQMXUHG�
and 106 arrested �. 
�����&RQWUDU\�WR�WKH�(XURĥPDLGDQ�SURWHVWV��ULRWHUV�LQ�5LJD�FRQWUROOHG�
streets of the Old Town that for the most part have a very narrow street 
ZLGWK��WKH�-ɈNDED�DQG�6PLOɣX�VWUHHWV�DUH�RQO\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����PHWHUV�
wide. After breaching the rioters’ line of defense, the police forces were 
able to break up the rioters into smaller groups within the Riga Old 
Town’s narrow street system and eventually succeeded in ceasing the riot.

RIGA

�� ³$QWLĥ*RYHUQPHQW� ULRWLQJ� KLWV� 5LJD´�� %%&�� ������ DYDLODEOH� DW�� KWWS���QHZV�EEF�FR�XN���KL�
HXURSH���������VWP�
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EUROMAIDAN 
TENT TOWN
39,100
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI��VW�VWDJH�RI�7HQW�
square at the Maidan Square.

OVER 200
Tents on the site of Maidan Square.
OVER 5,000
Daily people attendance.

80,100
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI��QG�VWDJH�RI�7HQW�VTXDUH

at the Maidan Square including
Khreshchatyk street barricades.

OVER 11
0DVV�UDOOLHV�RI���������SHRSOH�

261
Days of Euromaidan active and
SRVWĥUHYROXWLRQ�VWDJH�XQWLO�LWV�

dismantle.

LONG-TERM 
PROTESTS
The Euromaidan tent town in Kiev’s Independence Square lasted for 
DV�ORQJ�DV�����GD\V�Ī1RYHPEHU���������WR�$XJXVW�������ī�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�
torn down by the authorities��DQG�FRYHUHG�DV�PXFK�DV�������VTXDUH�
PHWHUV�LQ�LWV�¿UVW�VWDJH�DQG��������VTXDUH�PHWHUV�LQ�LWV�VHFRQG�VWDJH��7KH�
Euromaidan protests with its adjacently occupied square resulted with the 
fall of Ukrainian government. 

��6SHUL��$��� ³,Q�3KRWRV��.LHY¶V�(XURPDLGDQ�%XUQV�$JDLQ� DV�$XWKRULWLHV�0RYH� WR�&OHDU�3URWHVW� 6LWH´��
9,&(1HZV�� ������ DYDLODEOH� DW��KWWSV���QHZV�YLFH�FRP�DUWLFOH�LQĥSKRWRVĥNLHYVĥHXURPDLGDQĥEXUQVĥDJDLQĥ
DVĥDXWKRULWLHVĥPRYHĥWRĥFOHDUĥSURWHVWĥVLWH
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TENT TOWN 
PROTESTS 
IN RIGA
UP TO 40
Daily people attendance.

UP TO 9
Tents on the site of Tent Town.
5200
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI�WKH�)UHHGRP�$OOH\�

2
Number of times when politicians
visited the protesters.
14,700 
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI�WKH�QHDUE\�(VSODQDGH�
square with Rainis statue.

150
Distance to the Freedom Monument
and its plaza.

236
Days of “Tent Town” protests
LQ�����ĥ�����

The Tent Town protests in Riga were located at the Freedom Alley in front 
RI�WKH�&DELQHW�RI�0LQLVWHUV�RI�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�/DWYLD��,W�ODVWHG�IRU�����GD\V�
Ī1RYHPEHU���������WR�-XO\��������ī�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�WRUQ�GRZQ�E\�WKH�SROLFH�
DQG�RFFXSLHG������VTXDUH�PHWHUV�RI�WHUULWRU\��,Q�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJH�RI�WKH�
SURWHVWV��GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�RI�����ĥ������XS�WR����SHRSOH�JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�
WHQW�WRZQ�GDLO\��7KH�WHQW�WRZQ�VWRRG�DJDLQVW�WKH�IDOVH�SURPLVHV�RI��������
QHZ�ZRUNSODFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�DGYHUWLVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SUHĥHOHFWLRQ�FDPSDLJQ�DQG�
UHVXOWHG�LQ�WZR�YLVLWV�E\�SROLWLFLDQV�DQG�ZLWK�D�MRE�RɱHU�WR�WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�
the protest site9 that ended the existence of the tent town.

LONG-TERM 
PROTESTS

��.DODɄLQVND��'���6RFLDO�3URWHVW�LQ�/DWYLD�����Ħ������3ROLWLFDO�'LVHQFKDQWPHQW�DQG�,GHQWLW\�)RUPDWLRQ��Central 
(XURSHDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH��������SS�����
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RIGA
-SYMBOLIC 
SITES 
FOR 
MASS 
RALIES
$V�D�FLW\�ZLWK�WZR�ODUJH�HWKQLF�JURXSV��5LJD�SUHVHQWV�LWVHOI�DV�D�SRVWĥ
socialism hybrid city 10 that tries to allow for the two groups to live side 
E\�VLGH��7KH�WZR�HWKQLF�JURXSV�Ħ�/DWYLDQV�DQG�5XVVLDQ�VSHDNHUV�Ħ�WKHUHIRUH�
have their own symbolic sites for mass gatherings and celebrations: the 
Freedom Monument for Latvians and the Victory Monument for the 
Russian speaking population. The Freedom Monument plaza, located by 
the right side of the Daugava river bank within the Boulevard Circle and 
between the Old Town and the city centre, is in the very heart of Riga 
where many people pass thorough. 
     The Victory Monument, on the other hand, is located in the Victory 
3DUN�E\�'DXJDYD�ZHVWHUQ�EDQN��LQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$JHQVNDOQV�DQG�7RUͤDNDOQV�
neighborhoods. Although this monument is located on the other side 
of the river Daugava, it is located directly opposite to the Freedom 
Monument. Each year these monuments sites gather large amounts of 
people for various events and celebrations that mostly have ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds. Like the very same groups who inhabit Riga both 
spaces are so close to each other, but are still so far from one another.

10 Nawratek, K., &RQWHPSRUDU\� &DSLWDOLVP� DQG� D� 3RVWĦVRFLDOLVW� FLW\�� WKH� %DQNUXSWF\� RI� 1HRĦOLEHUDO� 5LJD, 
&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD��������SS�����ĥ����
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VICTORY  PARK

BOULEVARD CIRCLE

DIRECTLY 
OPPOSITE AXIS
The monuments are 

ORFDWHG�RQ�%ULYLEDV�LHOD�ĥ�
Akmens tilts axis 

directly opposite to each 
other.
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MAY 8-9
Dates when the monument is 
visited the most.

79
/HQJWK�ĪPī�RI�WKH�PRQXPHQW�

19,000
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI�WKH�DGMDFHQW�SOD]D�

150,000
The number of people that visit 
the monument during May 9.

1997
The year when the monument 
wasunsuccessfully bombed by 
/DWYLDQ�XOWUDĥQDWLRQDOLVWV�

VICTORY 
MONUMENT

MARCH 16
The commemoration day march in 

honor of veterans  of the Latvian 
/HJLRQ�RI�WKH�:DɱHQĥ66�

42
/HQJWK�ĪPī�RI�WKH�PRQXPHQW�

43
Number of public transports 
that pass near the boulevard.

5,800 
$UHD�ĪP�ī�RI�WKH�DGMDFHQW�SOD]D�

200
/HQJWK�ĪPī�RI�WKH�ERXOHYDUG�VHFWLRQ�

in front of the monument.

FREEDOM 
MONUMENT
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Since the 5th century the river Daugava was the main trade 
artery in the Baltic region, intensively used as the magisterial 
waterway of the famous route “from the Varangians to 
the Greeks”. As Riga was the closest natural harbor to this 
gateway it eventually became the main port on the Daugava. 
The shapes of the mouth and the channel changed almost 
every year up until the 20th century through the drifts of sand 
that the river slowly transported. 
   From one perspective the river has been the mother and 
nurse, making transit trade possible and thus the main raison 
d’être for the port city. On the other hand the riverfront was 
a dubious place, the river a source of danger and uncertainty. 
This is an essential factor in the development of Riga and 
the ambivalent attitude of its residents to water and the 
shoreline. The genius loci of Riga doomed its inhabitants 
to work for centuries strengthening the banks, curbing 
WKH�pRZ��)RU�JHQHUDWLRQV�WKH\�LQKHULWHG�FDOP�IDWDOLVP�DQG�
contemplative reaction to changing the coastal outlines and 
WKH�IUHTXHQW�pRRGLQJ��5LJD
V�VKDIWV�DQG�EDVWLRQV�GHIHQGHG�

Riga Waterfront. 
Quiet Dangerous Life 
Near the Daugava 

0DGDUD�*LE]H
$UFKLWHFW��8UEDQ�3ODQQHU��5LJD

,JRUV�9DWR̫LQV
-RXUQDOLVW��5LJD
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the city, physically and symbolically, not only from the enemy 
LQYDGHUV��EXW�DOVR�IURP�QDWXUH�q�LFH�DQG�pRRGV��4XLWH�RIWHQ�LQ�
spring, in a debacle, huge pieces of ice knocked into the gates, 
so that the city was at the mercy of water.
     From the 14th century the old port in the inner harbor 
began to shallow and deep-draft ships started to dock to the 
shore of the Daugava. Riga took the form that we see today 
LQ�WKH�oUVW���WK�FHQWXU\�HQJUDYLQJV��3DQRUDPDV�RI�FKXUFK�
towers lined up along the river behind the ramparts and 
IRUWLoHG�TXD\�ZDOO�RI�ZRRGHQ�SLOHV�ZLWK�W\SLFDO�+DQVHDWLF�
cogs moored onto it. Goods were stored in the space between 
WKH�ZDWHUIURQW�DQG�WKH�IRUWLoFDWLRQV�
�����7KH�oUVW�DWWHPSW�WR�FUHDWH�D�K\GURORJLFDO�V\VWHP�RI�
regulation for the Daugava at her lower reaches was 
SHUIRUPHG�LQ�������$OPRVW�oIWHHQ�NLORPHWHUV�RI�GDPV�ZHUH�
built at both shores of the river. Though a large amount 
of money was spent for the dams on both shores, they 
ZHUH�PRVWO\�ZDVKHG�DZD\�LQ�VSULQJ�pRRGV��%\������WKH�
main stream was so clogged by the sand sediment that it 
jeopardized Riga’s trade. The work to clear the shoals started 
in 1850 and continued until 1900. 

The Daugava made Riga the queen of the Baltic Sea and Riga 
in turn transformed the river, making its banks stable and 
safe for business and living. The space in front of the Old City 
was for centuries just like a busy market place, swarming 
with merchant ships, overseas products, and always packed 
with people. In 1825 it was transformed into a regular 
embankment and in 1891 it was refurbished with granite.
     The site was an appropriate stage for historic events. 
Here the shooting of a workers’ demonstration took place 
in January 1905, which killed 70 and wounded 200. Five 
years later the Russian Emperor Nicholas II arrived in Riga to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the city being part of the 
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Russian Empire, and it was here, in front of Riga Castle, that 
he dropped his anchor.     
     During World War I, in September 1917, the German 
emperor Wilhelm II observed the panorama of the Old 
City from the left bank. Two years later in November, 
from this very same place, the defeat of the army of 
Bermondt came about while attacking the defenders of 
the newly proclaimed Latvian Republic. To commemorate 
the event the main waterfront of Latvia is called The 11th 
of November Embankment. Today the site is the venue for 
public celebrations and folk festivals, concerts and other 
entertainments. 

“Impossible as a bridge over the Daugava”. This metaphor 
was used in Riga up to the 18th century when the Swedish 
DXWKRULWLHV�FRQVWUXFWHG�WKH�oUVW�pRDWLQJ�EULGJH�WKDW�FRQQHFWHG�
the center with the left bank. Made of separate rafts it was 
interconnected in a way that created a passage for ships in the 
middle, this made it possible for the merchants to unload their 
vessels right in the middle of the river.
�����,Q������WKH�pRDWLQJ�EULGJH�ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�D�SRQWRRQ�
bridge with a stop for a passenger steamer and a public 
bathhouse with a policeman on duty, to compel moral 
behavior. This innovation was extremely popular among the 
Rigans.     
     Two more bridges were constructed before World War I. 
One of them, called the “Iron Bridge”, was destroyed during 
:RUOG�:DU�,,��7RGD\�WKHUH�DUH�oYH�EULGJHV�VWUHWFKLQJ�RYHU�
the river Daugava, named the Railway, the Stone, the Cable, 
the Island and the Southern bridges.  During the Soviet era, 
after World War II, all activities connected to water were 
FROOHFWLYL]HG�DQG�VWULFWO\�FRQWUROOHG��7KRXJK�WKH�oJXUHV�RI�WKH�
turnover in the Port of Riga were rather high traditional trends 
and trades were almost destroyed.     
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In Riga, as in many metropolises of Europe, gross contribution 
in alienation of former waterfront public spaces was created 
by highways. Four islands, Zvirgzdu, Koju, LŢbiešu, Putnu and 
Viberta, at the right bank of the Daugava were transformed 
into the Krasta highway to connect the center with multistory 
housing estate Kengarags.
     The same happened with four more islands at the left 
bank of the Daugava, KlŢversala, MŮkusala, BieűŚnsala and 
Mazř�BieűŚnsala, where the construction of the Cable and Salu 
bridges completely changed the traditional life on the islands. 
Further islands, LakstŢgalu, VŚjzaűsala, Small VŚjzaűsala and 
Andrejsala, were vastly transformed for the needs of Riga’s 
port. 
     At the isle of Podrags a cement plant was located. At 
ŤŢpsala, Small KeŢversala and Burkřnsala the Riga Technical 
University complex and the Press House for printed media 
were built. At Zaűusala, Fridriűa Island and ZaŦais sŚklis a TV 
and radio high-rise complex was erected. On the waterfront 
neighborhoods of DaugavgrŢva, Bolderřja, VecmŢlgkřvis, 
Sarkandaugava and Ťengarags new multistory housing 
estates, the microrayons, were built. As a consequence long-
established landscapes and ways of life were destroyed.
     Yet it seems like the trend of alienation from the water and 
the disregard of opportunities for sustainable development 
of the waterfront areas appeared much earlier than with the 
Soviet tanks in 1940. During the boom of construction in late 
19th century the rows of luxurious apartment houses were 
erected as if running away from the river, not along and 
with her. The numerous isles of the Daugava in the vicinity of 
Riga were with some rare exemptions mostly neglected and 
remained something like professional and ethnographical 
UHVHUYDWLRQV�IRU�oVKHUPHQ��VDLORUV��UDIWVPHQ�DQG�RWKHU�
watermen, plus some social refugees. It was indeed the Other 
Riga. 
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The alienation may seem irrational, especially if compared to 
St. Petersburg that converted its swampy banks of the Neva 
LQWR�oUP�HPEDQNPHQWV�ZLWK�SDODFHV�DQG�RWKHU�JRUJHRXV�
EXLOGLQJV�UHpHFWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VORZ�pRZ�RI�WKH�ULYHU��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�
practical, psychological and ontological reasons for this.
     St. Petersburg was founded at a one point in time and built 
according to the plan and will of one single person, Peter I. 
Even though he actually uses Riga as one of the prototypes 
and sources of inspiration the contrast was considerably. Riga 
had been taking shape gradually throughout centuries and 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�5LJDQV�GLG�WKHLU�EHVW�LQ�oJKWLQJ�WKH�QDWXUDO�
world, as it was crucial for business and life itself, they would 
hardly dare to reshape the original landscape of the river for 
political, symbolic or aesthetic reasons. The Daugava was not 
safe; perhaps they felt it was not worth trying.
     In moderns times there has been quite many professional 
attempts to change the interaction of Soviet era heritage with 
the Riga waterfronts. But so far very few transformations 
of the large roads, the industrial zones and the impersonal 
multistory housing estates has been realized, and then only 
partly. There are great plans, among them to transform the 
highway at the waterfront next to Old City Riga, to create a 
public park in Zaűusala, to establish a left bank promenade 
along MŮkusalas street, and to build an acoustic concert 
hall at the AB dam and a conference center at the isle of 
Lucavsala as well as the developing of a new district adjacent 
to the waterfronts in Podrags. None of these ideas have 
been realized yet. Among the reasons are the current, rather 
hampering, legislations connected to rising sea levels and the 
WKUHDW�RI�pRRGLQJ�

Yet we can see a trend within the Riga waterfronts as the 
areas becomes more and more popular, both for living and 
recreation. At the isles of ŤŢpsala and KundziŨsala blocks of 
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traditional wooden buildings have been preserved, which 
is a miracle. Some of these are beautifully refurbished, 
good examples of modern architecture built anew, aiming 
DW�EXVLQHVVPHQ��GLSORPDWV�DQG�RWKHU�DIpXHQW�LQKDELWDQWV��
Needless to say, the story of KundziŨsala is rather different 
because of the closeness of the port and its distance to the city 
center.
     At the island Andrejsala an industrial zone is planned to be 
converted into a multifunctional district with a contemporary 
art museum in a historic plant building. Up until now no part 
RI�WKH�LVODQG�KDV�EHHQ�WUDQVIRUPHG��HYHQ�WKRXJK�RQH�FDQ�oQG�
some artistic residencies at the site. A remarkable example of 
the attempt to develop a site near the water is the former port 
territory Andrejosta. Private entrepreneurs in close partnership 
with city authorities changed the zoning, cleaned the port’s 
infrastructure and started to implement a development project 
by the acclaimed architect Rem Koolhaas, who has come to 
Riga several times.  
     But despite his starry luster the project was stopped and 
Andrejosta remained prey for the nomads of our time, young 
people and artists. Soon the Museum of Naive Art and other 
nonconformist art projects emerged and the port territory 
turned into a popular site for parties and festivals. Today the 
rich “new Latvians” have got an eye on the potential of the 
place and some urbane restaurants have also appeared in 
between industrial buildings overlooking the river.
     Hence the most successful waterfront project in Riga is no 
doubt the transformation of the former redbrick warehouse 
block SpŕŤeri near the Central market with its trendy 
pedestrian and bicycle promenade along the Daugava. One 
thing that is certain is that the Riga waterfront story has only 
begun.
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1. 'DXJDYJUɎYDV�,VODQG 

2. 0ɎOHVWɎEDV�,VODQG
3. 0DQJDͣVDOD
4. Krievu Island
5. Kurpnieku Island
6. Rutku Island
7. Zirgu Island
8. Gulbju Island 
9. Butovica Island
10. Daudera Island 
11. .XQG]LͤVDOD
12. Putnu Island
13. /DNVWɎJDOX�,VODQG
14. 6PDOO�9ɈM]D͢VDOD
15. Andrejsala
16. ͝ɎSVDOD
17. 0D]ɀ�.OɎYHUVDOD
18. 9DQɣX�%ULGJH
19. %XUNɀQVDOD
20. .OɎYHUVDOD
21. Stone Bridge
22. Steel Bridge
23. Daugava
24. 0ɨNXVDOD
25. %LH͢ɈQVDOD
26. Lucavsala Island
27. Jumpravsala
28. Island Bridge
29.�=D͢XVDOD�,VODQG
30. Zvirgzdu Island
31. .D]DV�VɈNOLV
32. 6PDOO�%LH͢ɈQVDOD
33. /ɎELHɣX�,VODQG
34. *UɀSMX�,VODQG�
35. Putnu Island
36. 9ɎEHUWD�,VODQG
37. Southern Bridge
38. Dole Island re



Friendly Riga 
(�=kZn]sŢ`ř�KŢ`Z

2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV
$UFKLWHFW��3URJUDP�'LUHFWRU��

5,6(%$�)DFXOW\�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�'HVLJQ��5LJD

In order to analyze the presence of Otherness in the urban environment 
RI�5LJD�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�³2WKHUQHVV´�WKDW�KDV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�
EHHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DQ�RSSRVLWH�WR�³QRQĥ2WKHUQHVV´�RU�DV�EHLQJ�

RXWVLGH�LWV�FXOWXUH��$W�WKH�HQG�RI������0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV�SXEOLVKHG�
a bilingual collection of essays, 0ɩVGLHQX�NXOWɩUDV�VWɁYRN̫L���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�
&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH� Riga, in which urban culture was explored. Among the 
twenty invited authors many spoke about the issue of Otherness and explored 
WKH�GLYHUVH�QDWXUH�RI�2WKHUQHVV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�5LJD�WKDW��DV�D�SRVWĥVRFLDOLVW��
SRVWĥFRORQLDO�DQG�SRVWĥLQGXVWULDO�FLW\��DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�FDSLWDO�WR�D�QDWLRQ�VWDWH�
�����&RQÀLFWLQJ�FROOHFWLYH�PHPRULHV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�DOLHQ�LQ�FXOWXUH�DQG��
DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�DOLHQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QRQĥDOLHQ�IURP�LWV�RZQ�FXOWXUH��OLIH�LQ�
two temporalities, communication and everyday life in parallel informative 
and linguistic spaces, a split information space, transnational mobility, 
simultaneous life in real and virtual territories, the impact of mass media and 
GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWURYHUV\�EHWZHHQ�JOREDO�HFRQRPLF�ÀRZV�DQG�ORFDO�FXOWXUH��
HWFHWHUD«�7KHVH�DUH�WRSLFV�RɱHULQJ�D�VPDOO�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�
which varied layers of Otherness emerge today in Riga.

Riga is the capital as well as the largest city in Latvia, with a steadily 
GHFUHDVLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�ĪDSSUR[LPDWHO\�WHQ�WKRXVDQG�SHU�\HDUī�RI�
��������LQKDELWDQWV�Ī����ī��7KHUH�LV�DQ�DOPRVW�SHUIHFW�HTXLOLEULXP�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�/DWYLDQ�Ī�����SHUFHQW�LQ�����ī�DQG�5XVVLDQ�Ī�����
SHUFHQW�LQ�����ī�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH�FLW\��7KLV�EDODQFH�LV�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�HDFK�
ethnic group’s command of the other’s language; according to National 
&HQVXV�GDWD�Ī����ī������SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�/DWYLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�NQRZ�WKH�/DWYLDQ�
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ODQJXDJH��ZKLOH����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�/DWYLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�FDQ�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ�
Russian too.1 
     Otherness is also the central topic in the essay 2Q�WKH�/LPLWV�RI�2WKHUQHVV� 
,QWLPDWH�5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�(WKQLFLW\�DQG�0HPRU\�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�/DWYLD�E\�
the cultural theorist Deniss Hanovs who refers to the permanent presence 
of Otherness in Latvian society. Hanovs infers that memories associated 
with nationalities cause the emergence of Otherness, while public and 
political discourses contribute to its strengthening. The author admits that 
the creation of a new collective memory, characterized by the diversity of 
memory and acceptance of Otherness is probably the most challenging task 
for contemporary Latvian society.2    
 

However, seeing Otherness only through the prism of ethnic 
DɷOLDWLRQ�PLJKW�QRW�JLYH�XV�D�FRPSOHWH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�LWV�GLYHUVH�
nature. In the essay 7ZR�7HPSRUDOLWLHV��(YHU\GD\�/LIH�LQ�'RXEOH�

7HPSRUDOLW\�DQWKURSRORJLVW�9LHVWXUV�&HOPLͤV�ZULWHV�DERXW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�
local culture and everyday life in two temporalities: in one case, the present 
is seen through a prism of factual, successive, decisive historical events, while 
LQ�WKH�RWKHU�LW�LV�WKH�PXQGDQH��XQUHPDUNDEOH�DQG�ÀRZLQJ�SUHVHQW�WKDW�LV�
HPSKDVL]HG��&HOPLͤɣ�XQGHUOLQHV�WKDW�WKH�FODVK�RI�WKHVH�WZR�WHPSRUDOLWLHV�
is inevitable in Riga and that this kind of interaction is necessary because, 
unlike the state, the city exists in a more ambiguous nation space, in a united 
ÀRZ�RI�WZR�VHHPLQJO\�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�WHPSRUDOLWLHV�� 
     In his essay :K\�LV�5LJD�%LJJHU�WKDQ�/DWYLD"�KLVWRULDQ�/HRQV�7DLYɀQV�RXWOLQHV�
WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�LVVXHV�HQFRXQWHUHG�E\�5LJD��VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�EDODQFH�LWV�
VWDWXV�DV�WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�WKH�QDWLRQĥVWDWH�ZLWK�EHLQJ�DQ�DPELWLRXV�(XURSHDQ�
city with long traditions and a history of multiculturalism. 
�����7DLYɀQV�GHVFULEHV�WKH�SKHQRPHQD�RI�DQ�DJH�ZKHQ�WKH�/DWYLDQ�HOHPHQW�
existed as Otherness in the urban environment of Riga. That was the exact 
reason why measures for making the capital more Latvian were carried out 
LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��DQG�WKH�/DWYLDQ�(WKQRJUDSKLF�2SHQĥ$LU�0XVHXP�
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������ZDV�RQH�VXFK�HɱRUW��7KH�PXVHXP�FRPSOH[�VSUHDGLQJ�RXW�
on the picturesque shore of Lake Jugla had to introduce and strengthen the 
Latvian element in this “Tower of Babel”.

Nevertheless, urban developments in Riga did not draw inspiration 
IURP�WKH�SRHWU\�RI�WKH�2SHQĥ$LU�0XVHXP�DQG�GLG�QRW�UHÀHFW�
LWV�SDVWRUDO�KDUPRQ\��7DLYɀQV�H[SODLQV�WKDW�³-XVW�DV�WKH�2SHQĥ$LU�

Museum makes up only a small although beautiful and snug part of Riga on 
its outskirts, patriarchal Latvia is still and will be smaller than Riga with its 
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global ambitions, where many languages have been spoken for centuries, 
ZKHUH�SHRSOH�RI�GLɱHUHQW�QDWLRQDOLWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG�VLGH�E\�VLGH�DQG�ZKLFK�
GH¿QLWHO\�ZDV�SDUW�RI�(XURSH�DQG�RQO\�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW�Ħ�SDUW�RI�WKDW�HDVWHUQ�
FRDVW�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�6HD�ZKLFK�ZDV�RQFH�NQRZQ�DV�/LYRQLD��,QÀDQW\��WKH�
3URYLQFH�RI�9LG]HPH�DQG�QRZ�Ħ�/DWYLD�´�� 
     In his essay &RQWHPSRUDU\�&DSLWDOLVP�DQG�D�3RVWĦVRFLDOLVW�&LW\��WKH�%DQNUXSWF\�
RI�1HRĦOLEHUDO�5LJD�urban theorist Krzysztof Nawratek also considers Riga 
to be an interesting case because of repeated attempts to establish one 
KRPRJHQHRXV�QDUUDWLYH�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�FLW\�E\�GLɱHUHQW�LGHRORJLHV��
�����³7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�FLW\�UHÀHFWV�LWV�����\HDUV�RI�KLVWRU\��7KH�OHJDFLHV�
RI�6ZHGLVK��3ROLVK��5XVVLDQ��*HUPDQ�DQG�¿QDOO\�/DWYLDQ�UXOHUV�WHOO�D�ORW�RI�
GLɱHUHQW�VWRULHV��ORRVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�FUHDWLQJ�D�PDJQLWXGH�
of chaotic micro narrations. Half of the city was built during the Soviet 
SHULRG�DQG�DOPRVW����SHUFHQW�RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�WRGD\�OLYH�LQ�EORFNĥKRXVH�
UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV�Ħ�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�DOO�(XURSHDQ�FLWLHV��7KH�ODFN�RI�
FOHDU�VWUXFWXUH�LV�SUREDEO\�D�SULQFLSDO�IHDWXUH�RI�WKLV�FLW\��Ĭ«ĭ�7KLV�QRW�RQO\�
UHÀHFWV�WKH�FRPSOLFDWHG�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�FLW\�EXW�VRPHKRZ�DOVR�FUHDWHV�DQ�
XQFRPIRUWDEOH�VWDWH�RI�XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��Ĭ«ĭ�1RZDGD\V��WKH�
REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�SRVWĥPRGHUQ�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�DOPRVW�HYHU\�FLW\�LV�D�WULYLDO�
activity, however, in the case of Riga it is interesting because of repeated 
DWWHPSWV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�RQH�KRPRJHQHRXV�QDUUDWLYH�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�FLW\��)RU�PDQ\�
years the Soviets occupying Latvia attempted to impose a modernist narrative 
of a socialist industrial city. As a result, capitalist Riga was surrounded by an 
industrial belt and scattered PLNURUD\RQV�ĪGLVWULFWVī�ZHUH�DGGHG��3UHĥ6RYLHW�
Riga did not disappear, but buckled under the pressure from the Soviet 
narrative.”�      
     Nawratek has also formulated the narratives that have been formed, 
developed and soon ceased to exist when the independence of Latvia 
ZDV�UHVWRUHG��³7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�Ħ�VRPHWLPHV�FRPSHWLQJ�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�
complimentary which can be conventionally described as referring to national 
LGHQWLW\��DWWHPSWHG�WR�HUDVH�WKH�WUDFHV�RI�6RYLHW�RFFXSDWLRQ�Ĭ«ĭ�DQG�WR�EXLOG�
D�QHZ�5LJD�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUHĥ6RYLHW�XUEDQ�DQG�FXOWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH��7KH�
other opened Riga to the expansion of global capital, as the city searched for 
D�QHZ�VKDSH�E\�FRS\LQJ�V\PEROV�IDPLOLDU�WR�FRXQWOHVV�FLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�Ħ�WKH�
QHZ�LGHQWLW\�RI�5LJD�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LGHD�µKHUH�LV�MXVW�OLNH�
HYHU\ZKHUH¶��1RZDGD\V��ERWK�RI�WKHVH�QDUUDWLYHV�DUH�GHDG��7KH�µ1DWLRQDO¶�
QDUUDWLYH�KDV�VKRZQ�LWV�DEVXUGLW\��ZKHQ�LW�WULHG�WR�EXLOG�D�µ/DWYLDQ�5LJD¶��7KH�
µ*OREDO¶�QDUUDWLYH�FROODSVHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�EXUVWLQJ�RI�WKH�UHDO�HVWDWH�EXEEOH�
and with the onset of recession.”6
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In order to analyze the representation of the newly emerging narratives 
in the urban environment of Riga, we have to focus on several recent 
examples of architectural and urban projects, built over the last few 

\HDUV��6HYHUDO�\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�DQG�FULWLFDO�VWXGLHV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�UHÀHFWHG�
in the publication ��&RQGLWLRQV�RI�5LJD��5HJHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
&LW\��8UEDQ�(QYLURQPHQW�DQG�$UFKLWHFWXUH�Ī����ī�ZKLFK�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�EDVLV�
for the hypothesis of a possible emergence of several new narratives or even 
paradigms in the architecture and urban environment of Riga city.
�����5HIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�QHZ�XUEDQ�W\SRORJLHV��H[DPLQHG�LQ���
&RQGLWLRQV�RI�5LJD��WKH�VRĥFDOOHG�PRYHPHQW�RI�³1HZ�3DVWRUDOLVP´�Ħ�WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�ZKLFK�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�QRWLFHDEOH�LQ�WKH�VFDOH�RI�WKH�FLW\�Ħ�FDQ�EH�
FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�/DWYLDQ�KRPRJHQL]LQJ�FXOWXUH�LQ�WKH�
city.      
     Kalnciema Quarter, Old Kipsala, Berga Bazaar, etcetera are good examples 
of this movement that could be described as well ordered, controlled and 
FDUHIXOO\�DUWLVWLFDOO\�FXUDWHG�XUEDQ�VSDFH��6LPLODUO\�WR�WKH�2SHQĥ$LU�0XVHXP�
it shows the “imaginary absolute”� of Latvian society of Riga and endeavors 
WR�UHVWRUH�DQG�LPSURYH�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�FLW\�IURP�WKH�SUHĥ0RGHUQLVW�
era. The movement aims to restore the connection between city life and 
nature while still preserving the very image of a traditional European city. 
However, contemporary urban culture is exactly opposite; it doesn’t aim for 
homogenization, but rather enjoys its freedom to remain “jumbled”, where 
strangers meet, remain in each other’s proximity, and interact for a long 
time without stopping being strangers to each other and without trying to 
EOHQG�LQ�VRPH�XQL¿HG�FXOWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH���7KHVH�H[DPSOHV�UHPDLQ�VHSDUDWHG�
phenomena that are detached from the realities of the everyday city. 

Another example of new urban typologies that shows the “alienation” 
RI�LQGLYLGXDO�EXLOGLQJV�IURP�WKH�FLW\�LV�VRĥFDOOHG�³$XWRQRP\´�9 The 
EXLOGLQJV�ZKLFK�EHORQJ�WR�WKLV�VHOIĥVXɷFLHQW�W\SRORJLFDO�FDWHJRU\�

can be observed in areas close to the city center, which accommodate bank 
buildings, sports centers and residential clusters with multistorey apartment 
buildings. 
     These pretentious buildings and cluster blocks are archipelagos of 
autonomous objects scattered all around the urban environment. It is 
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�VLPLODUO\�WR�WKH�EDQN�DQG�¿QDQFH�FHQWHUV�Ī5LHWXPX�%DQN��
Swedbank headquarters, Rietumu Capital Centre, DnB Bank building 
HWFHWHUDī�GHYHORSHG�XQGHU�WKH�³JOREDO´�QDUUDWLYH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�/LEUDU\�RI�
/DWYLD�WKDW�ZDV�EXLOW�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�³1DWLRQDO´�QDUUDWLYH�ZDV�DOVR�
encompassing the qualities of autonomy. 
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All these buildings are virtually superconnected and superintegrated into 
WKH�JOREDO�GDWD�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�QHWZRUNV��EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKH\�DUH�
architectonically and physically separated, alienated from the surrounding 
urban environment and do not have an articulated public open space. The 
only connection they have to one another and the rest of the city is on the 
level of public transport infrastructure.10     
     The project of the National Library of Latvia, that initially was intended 
as a representation of the archetypical idea of the Latvian state, is another 
attempt to represent Latvia in Riga’s urban landscape by using a “National” 
QDUUDWLYH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�EULGJH�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�µLPDJLQDU\�DEVROXWH¶�DQG�
the actual everyday life of inhabitants, the Ministry of Culture of Latvia 
sees its task as developing an advertising campaign or prescriptive system 
that would help to explain the value and the symbolic meaning of the newly 
built building and ensure the appropriate interpretation and perception of 
its “right” meaning thus removing discussion regarding the true qualities of 
the building, quality of planning and construction processes, involvement of 
society in decision making, quality of the outdoor public space, feasibility 
DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�WHFKQLFDO�LVVXHV��PDLQWHQDQFH�FRVWV��HQHUJ\�HɷFLHQF\�DQG�
sustainability issues etcetera.
However, in contrast with other advertising campaigns, in the case of 
architecture the problem lies in the fact that the building will be present 
in everyday life and will raise questions regarding the actual qualities of the 
building and its surrounding public space.

Today these narratives of “Latvian Riga” and “Global Riga” have 
lost their relevance and Riga is searching for a new and powerful 
narrative. This narrative must give Riga a strong validation to exist 

DQG�GHYHORS�ZLWKLQ�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�SRVWĥFULVLV�JOREDO�FRQWH[W��,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��
the absence of such a long lasting narrative is currently replaced by the not 
\HW�IXOO\�GH¿QHG�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�³)ULHQGO\�5LJD´�Ī'UDXG]ɎJɀ�5ɎJDī��
     The narrative of “Friendly Riga” is used by the current ruling party in Riga 
city government. However, unlike the state political power and the “National” 
narrative, Riga city government is not obliged to implement and represent 
the somewhat ponderous “Latvian Riga” ideology in the cityscape. On the 
contrary, liberated from this mission,  the current ruling powers of Riga enjoy 
a freedom that gives them the opportunity to simultaneously implement 
WKH�PRVW�GLYHUVH�DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�PLFURĥQDUUDWLYHV��PRVWO\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
HYHU\GD\�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�RI�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��FXOWXUH��VSRUWV��HFRQRPLFV��
social services etcetera, but also gaining the freedom to integrate common 
SROLWLFDO�DJHQGD�LVVXHV�OLNH�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�RɷFLDO�VXSSRUW�IURP�5LJD�FLW\�
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to the territories of Eastern Ukraine controlled by separatists or signing a 
cooperation agreement with Russia’s ruling party “United Russia” with great 
ease.      
     The narrative of “Friendly Riga” is a creation by highly skilled public 
relation agencies and it is based on the simple revelation that the only uniting 
IDFWRU�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�5LJD¶V�SRVWĥ6RYLHW�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�GLYHUVH�HWKQLF�
backgrounds is the vocabulary and culture of Soviet animated cartoons. 
6XFK�D�VWUDWHJ\�VHHPLQJO\�UHPRYHV�DOO�WKH�GLɷFXOW�DQG�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ�LVVXHV�
from the daily agenda, giving an opportunity to overcome controversies and 
FRQÀLFWV�LQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�D�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HOHFWRUDWH�

Friendliness” is a term that was widely used in the Soviet Union to divert 
WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�GLɱHUHQW�EURWKHUO\�UHSXEOLFV�IURP�DGGUHVVLQJ�
issues of ethnicity or Otherness, but rather focusing on solving daily 

VRFLDO�LVVXHV��Ī³*X\V��OHW¶V�EH�IULHQGV�´�IURP�WKH�DQLPDWHG�FDUWRRQ�/HRSROG�WKH�
&DWī��)ULHQGOLQHVV�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�WRSLF�LQ�OLWHUDWXUH��VRQJV��¿OPV�DQG�DQLPDWHG�
cartoons. In this narrative the city’s inhabitant is a hero of the animated 
cartoon who performs his daily heroic deeds in the background of the 
scenography like the urban landscape, without requiring his involvement in 
its planning or creation. 
     From this perspective of the “Friendly Riga” narrative, Riga has become a 
city of a Soviet animated cartoon. The main characteristics of it are an ease 
RI�UHODWLQJ�YDULRXV�VXEĥQDUUDWLYHV�Ħ�YLROHQFH�DQG�VSRUWV��KRROLJDQLVP�DQG�FDUH��
attempts to make friends, and where the everyday hero interacts with his 
fellow citizens in the urban space, in which the public or private space are 
intersected, and characters are liberated from the burden of private property 
or establishing a feeling of belonging.
     However, the narrative of “Friendly Riga” should not be seen as a 
solitary topic, but rather as relating to a string of global tendencies in city 
management and planning that can be described as &DUQLYDO�8UEDQLVP��
'LVQH\ÀFDWLRQ��3RWHPNLQ�YLOODJH��8UEDQ�&KRUHRJUDSK\��etcetera. Some examples 
are the Riga city boundary sign R.I.G.A. with the colored heart, festivities of 
5LJD������Ħ�(XURSHDQ�&DSLWDO�RI�&XOWXUH���WK�0D\�IHVWLYLWLHV�DQG�WKH�PLGĥ
summer festival at embankment.
     The narrative of “Friendly Riga” is also characterized by the 
“Arrangement”11  of public space and public buildings. “Arrangement” 
Ī³6DNɀUWRɣDQD´ī�LV�D�W\SLFDO�SRVWĥVRFLDOLVW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�/DWYLDQ�
WHUPLQRORJ\�RI�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�GHULYHG�IURP�SULPLWLYH�SUHĥHOHFWLRQ�SROLWLFDO�
rhetoric. 
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“Arrangement” means the implementation of any evident changes in the 
HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�DUH�GLɱHUHQW�IURP�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�IRUPHU�³XQDUUDQJHPHQW´��
The success of the term “arrangement” lies in the philosophy that “the new 
LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�PXQGDQH´��7KH�GLɱHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�LV�³DUUDQJHG´�
and what there was before the “arrangement” is automatically seen as a 
quantitative improvement, nevertheless, at the same time, it does not give 
any professional or public explanation on whether and how the “arrangement” 
could have been implemented in accordance with the objective criteria of 
quality, aesthetics and economics and by involving both the inhabitants 
DQG�GLɱHUHQW�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�PHFKDQLVPV��)XUWKHUPRUH��
those projects which are related to the improvement of Riga public space 
DUH�VRPHWLPHV�¿QDQFHG�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�12 Lucavsala Development 
3URMHFW��͝ɎSVDOD�EHDFK��͝HQJDUDJV�3URPHQDGH�HWFHWHUD�DUH�JRRG�H[DPSOHV�RI�
this movement.

The permanent presence of Otherness throughout history in the 
cultural and urban landscape of Riga city is visible not only through 
the lack of clear structure, that is probably a principal feature of this 

FLW\��EXW�DOVR�E\�UHSHDWLQJ�WKH�DWWHPSWV�RI�GLɱHUHQW�SRZHUV�DQG�LGHRORJLHV�WR�
HVWDEOLVK�RQH�KRPRJHQHRXV�QDUUDWLYH�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�FLW\��+RZHYHU��LW�KDV�QHYHU�
EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�DFKLHYHG�DQG�DOO�WKHVH�QDUUDWLYHV�DUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�DQG�FRĥH[LVW�
today.
     The “National” narrative has repeatedly shown its absurdity, when it tried 
to build a “Latvian Riga”, but also the “global” narrative collapsed along with 
the bursting of the real estate bubble and with the onset of recession.���But 
DOVR�WKH�³)ULHQGO\�5LJD´�QDUUDWLYH�KDV�SURYHQ�LWVHOI�WR�EH�VKRUWĥOLYHG�ZLWK�LWV�
expressed support to imperialistic Russia’s policies in Ukraine and Latvia.
�����7KHUHIRUH��5LJD�QRZ�IDFHV�D�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FKDOOHQJH�Ħ�WKH�VHDUFK�
IRU�D�QHZ�QDUUDWLYH��LW�PXVW�FRQVWUXFW�LWV�QHZ��SRVWĥ6RYLHW�\HW�QRW�SRVWĥ
modern narrative. The new narrative cannot be a nationalist one because 
LW�LV�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�WR�WKH�GDLO\�VRFLDO�SURFHVVHV�DQG�PLJKW�UDLVH�LQWHUĥHWKQLF�
tensions. There can also be neither a “European” nor a “global” narrative, 
simply because it would not have enough power to give Riga the subjectivity 
necessary to survive.�� Similarly, it cannot be a “pro Russia” narrative either 
as it endangers the development of civil society, national independence and 
territorial integrity.     
�����8UEDQ�FXOWXUH�SOD\V�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�VRFLDO�FKDQJH��$QG�
it is in cities where new ideas and concepts are created regarding how new 
and more successful models of mutual communal cohabitation and economic 
growth could be made.

CONCLUSION
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7RGD\�5LJD�PLJKW�EH�¿QGLQJ�LWVHOI�LQ�WKH�³SRVWĥLGHRORJLFDO´�DJH��ZKHUH�WKHUH�
LV�QRW�D�XQL¿HG�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�HLWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�RU�WKH�FLW\��7KH�
XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�SURFHVV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�D�VHULHV�RI�GH¿QHG��EXW�DOVR�VRPHWLPHV�
VWLOO�XQGH¿QHG�VLPXOWDQHRXV�VXEĥQDUUDWLYHV��WKDW�UHTXLUH�WKH�FRQVWDQW�
harmonization of controversial opinions and overcoming the contradictions 
induced by the democratic process.
     However, new means of urban development are to be found taking into 
DFFRXQW�WKH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�SRVWĥFULVLV�JOREDO�FRQWH[W�DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�
which new cultures is emerging in Riga and Latvia.    
�����5LJD�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLF�DQG�FXOWXUH�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�KDV�WR�¿QG�LWV�RZQ�µ5LJD¶�
narrative and it should take responsibility for the common development of 
the entire state. Perhaps only because Riga is bigger than Latvia!

1�1DZUDWHN�.U]\V]WRI��&RQWHPSRUDU\�&DSLWDOLVP�DQG�D�3RVWĥVRFLDOLVW�&LW\��WKH�%DQNUXSWF\�RI�1HRĥ
OLEHUDO�5LJD����0ɨVGLHQX�NXOWɨUDV�VWɀYRNͣL���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD���HG��2VNDUV�
5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3�����Ħ����
��+DQRYV�'HQLVV�2Q�WKH�/LPLWV�RI�2WKHUQHVV��,QWLPDWH�5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�(WKQLFLW\�DQG�0HPRU\�LQ�
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2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3�����Ħ����
��&HOPLͤɣ�9LHVWXUV�7ZR�7HPSRUDOLWLHV��(YHU\GD\�/LIH�LQ�'RXEOH�7HPSRUDOLW\����0ɨVGLHQX�NXOWɨUDV�
VWɀYRNͣL���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD���HG��2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�
3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3�����Ħ����
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&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD���HG��2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3����Ħ���
��1DZUDWHN�.U]\V]WRI��&RQWHPSRUDU\�&DSLWDOLVP�DQG�D�3RVWĥVRFLDOLVW�&LW\��WKH�%DQNUXSWF\�RI�1HRĥ
OLEHUDO�5LJD����0ɨVGLHQX�NXOWɨUDV�VWɀYRNͣL���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD���HG��2VNDUV�
5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3�����Ħ����
��.U]\V]WRI��&RQWHPSRUDU\�&DSLWDOLVP�DQG�D�3RVWĥVRFLDOLVW�&LW\��WKH�%DQNUXSWF\�RI�1HRĥOLEHUDO�5LJD����
0ɨVGLHQX�NXOWɨUDV�VWɀYRNͣL���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD���HG��2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��
0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3�����Ħ�����
��7DLYɀQV�/HRQV�:K\�LV�5LJD�%LJJHU�WKDQ�/DWYLD"���0ɨVGLHQX�NXOWɨUDV�VWɀYRNͣL���&RQGLWLRQV�IRU�
&RQWHPSRUDU\�&XOWXUH��5LJD��HG��2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��������Ħ�3����Ħ���
��%DXPDQ�=\JPXQW�&LW\�RI�)HDUV��&LW\�RI�+RSHV��Ħ�/RQGRQ��*ROGVPLWKV�&ROOHJH�������
��LQLWLDOO\�GH¿QHG�E\�2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV�LQ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�³��&RQGLWLRQV�RI�5LJD´
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WKH�&LW\��8UEDQ�(QYLURQPHQW�DQG�$UFKLWHFWXUH���HG��2VNDUV�5HGEHUJV��Ħ�5ɎJD��0HJDSKRQH�3XEOLVKHUV��
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