
New Urban Topologies
Cultural exchange through Art and Urbanism

Background to New Urban Topolgies

The world is currently being urbanized at a furious pace, about 70 percent of the earth’s population will live 
in urban areas or cities by the year 2050. With this pace in mind the importance of exploring the city from 
different perspectives and how it grows is more important than ever. This by connecting issues concerning 
democracy, participation, economic and social segregation in relation to the physical structure of cities. How 
can the future cities and towns be developed in a sustainable way based on the needs of the inhabitants? What 
issues does the city managers need to consider? And how can multiple voices and interests have an oppor-
tunity to participate in developing future societies? These are the overarching issues New Urban Topologies 
deals with.
 
Färgfabriken’s international program New Urban Topologies (called NUT) is an initiative which arose from 
these issues and challenges through Färgfabriken’s more than 25 years’ experience of working with urban 
planning, architecture and art. NUT is an ongoing program that is constantly being developed, at Färgfabri-
ken in Stockholm and in many other places. This is done through exhibitions and workshops in active dia-
logue with the audience about how these themes affect and interact with the rest of society.
 
To date, NUT has operated in 22 cities in the Baltics, Eastern Europe, the Balkans, the Middle East, North 
Africa and Southeast Asia since 2010. Focusing on cities that have a deficit in democratic development and 
face extensive challenges such as threatened public spaces, participation and lack of transparency, environ-
mental issues, as well as questions regarding the city’s identity. In short, NUT can be summarized as a project 
with a focus on dialogue, meetings, and creative workshops where issues that can be perceived as ”sensitive” 
get a forum.



Purpose

New Urban Topologies aims to create conditions for dialogue, increasing the understanding and cooperation 
which in turn can lead to action. Our method is based on collaboration and processes that leads to meetings 
between different interests and groupings in society, such as activists, academics, artists, officials and politici-
ans. Though our experience we believe that is within meetings, where listening combined with active dia-
logue and creative processes, gives the most effect.
 
The core issues are primarily about democracy, participation, and the environment, as well as the connection 
between economic and social segregation within the physical structure of the city. Which city do we want 
to see in the near future? Who does it belong to? How can an individual and different interests agree on a 
vision?
 
The projects create a unique opportunity to work with issues that may be difficult or perceived as ”sensitive” 
in cities where democratic development is weak or non-existent. NUT therefore wants to create a dialogue 
between different interests in the cities in which the projects are implemented. With an attempt to simulta-
neously break down generational and experience barriers, NUT works especially with young individuals at 
universities, activists and those who have started their professional careers in areas that affect the design and 
city planning e.g. NGOs, architects and urban planners. 
 
Every society needs forums for communication between those involved. NUT’s intentions are to inspire and 
show different methods how to create a dialogue or ways of communication to include citizens. Färgfabriken’s 
ambition through the program is also to find a language where complex issues and terminology can break 
communicative barriers to reach out to civil society.



Method concise
1. Develop a collaboration with one or more local organizations and public institutions in each city.For 
example, smaller associations that are interested in conducting a dialogue or change of an area or are deve-
loping overall visions of the city in which they live and operate.

2. Together with local organizations and partners develop themes that are urgent to
work with. In several cases, NUT has examined public spaces, transport, environmental issues, accessibility, 
and the identity of cities. These overarching issues include many interesting themes. For example, gender, 
accessibility, movement patterns and security.

3. Introductory seminar with participants from various organizations, public institutions, universities, and 
non-profit actors. Participants from Sweden and from the international NUT network. Over the years, the 
project has included participants from KTH, Stockholm City Planning Office, Stockholm County, business, 
architects, city planners and consultants as well as authors and free cultural workers.

4. Workshops and field studies led by local actors in collaboration with visiting representatives from Sweden, 
among others. These Workshops are to create meetings between different interests, where participants get an 
opportunity in mixed groups to identify problems, share experiences and develop solutions collaboratively. 
Workshops, seminars, field studies are conducted over a three-day period.

5. Presentation of workshop results presented to interested public, officials and politicians from the city 
NUT is based on.

6. Each NUT project is documented though image, film and text.
The results are communicated to the participants and posted on Färgfabriken’s website. In some cases, ideas 
are further developed locally. When there is budget space, a publication can be produced. These summaries 
are also used for educational purposes.

7. Contacts are created and reactivated in future NUT implementations. Several of the locally committed 
partners in previously implemented cities are participating with their experiences in future projects. They 
are a productive method of sharing experiences and enrich the program overall.

8. Färgfabriken works actively to have the results reactivated through exhibitions and seminars also on site at 
Färgfabriken in Stockholm. NUT is an active exchange of experiences where lessons and experiences do not 
stay in one place.



How does the project take care of the experiences?

Partners
 
NUT has been implemented over the years with support from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, local 
Swedish embassies, Forum Civ, Heinrich Böll Foundation, the Swedish Institute, the Swedish Institute 
Alexandria.
In Sweden universities, colleges, cultural institutions, public administrations, corresponding city planning 
offices, county administrative boards, architects, city planners, etc., has participated in order to realize the 
NUT projects.

Documentation and analysis of issues and results are used in several the implemented cities as good ex-
amples of the importance of exchanging experiences at a grassroots level. The results are then communica-
ted to those responsible in various public institutions. When resources are available, these results have been 
presented to various decision-makers after implementation.
 
In several cities they have had effects such as continued dialogue between different interests and features. 
The network is reactivated and feedback exchanges take place within the various NUT projects.
 
In several cases, the project returns to the city on a smaller scale after implementation. Which in turn pro-
vides involved tools so they can continue a communication between officials, politicians, and civil society 
on their own.
 
A large part of the method is about creating trust between these different interests. There are many examp-
les of how officials and politicians have been inspired by the project, by creating space for these kinds of 
meetings where a wide range of voices about the city’s future development become visible.
 
In several of the cities Färgfabriken and NUT have worked with, we have experienced that there are diffe-
rent wills and ideas about how the cities develop. There is a difference and different perceptions about what 
are important issues, where city officials often are guided by political decisions and citizens feel that their 
votes are not taken into account. There NUT’s function is similar to a catalyst.
 
When these different interests meet during the process, which Färgfabriken leads, a spirit of tolerance, 
consensus and an active exchange of reflections and ideas arise.

Färgfabriken’s website with links to various parts of the activities such as
art, architecture, urbanism, and society. 

https://fargfabriken.se/sv/

Links to the project 

New Urban Topolgies avdelningen presenterar projektet, samanfattningar
rapporter, pdf publikationer och filmer.

https://fargfabriken.se/sv/projekt/new-urban-topologies


